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OUR DEPARTMENTAL COMMUNITY
Part of an historic institution, the oldest bilingual university in 
Canada, the Department of English at the University of Ottawa is 
a fresh and vibrant department at the forefront of literary studies. 
What sets our MA program apart is its combination of top-notch 
academic training and unrivalled collegiality. Our faculty are 
internationally renowned, producing leading research in their 
fields. Seminars are small, and students develop close working 
relationships with faculty mentors. The seminars and thesis work 
foster rigorous study of literary history from a range of critical 
perspectives, and the program includes training in professional 
skills such as grant-writing, presenting at conferences, teaching, 
publishing articles, and planning for academic and non-academic 
career paths. Our MAs go on to PhD programs at universities across 
the continent, or pursue careers in government, education, editing, 
law, and other professional fields.

The Department has a strong sense of community: our floor of 
the Arts building is a lively place where students and faculty meet 
regularly and easily. There is also a vibrant, supportive community 
among the students themselves, centred in the English Graduate 
Students’ Association, which helps new MA students make a 
successful transition to graduate studies. 

“I chose the University of Ottawa for my MA in English because it offers a 
two-year thesis option and you can choose to specialize in Medieval and 
Renaissance Studies or Women’s Studies. When I got here, what I found was 
even better: an intellectually challenging environment where the professors 
and students alike are welcoming and extremely supportive.”
Lisa Templin | MA student 2012-2014

The MA in English enables students to pursue 
advanced studies in British, Canadian, or American 
literature informed by a broad knowledge of English 
literary history and by recent developments in 
literary criticism and theory. Whether they choose 
the one-year coursework or the two-year thesis 
option, students develop the critical and scholarly 
skills and the intellectual independence required 
for doctoral studies and for leadership roles in other 
fields such as government, business, education or 
law.

OPTIONS
MA in English with coursework (one-year program)
MA in English with thesis (two-year program)
MA with thesis with specialization in :
• Medieval and Renaissance Studies 
•	Women’s	Studies	

ADMISSION INFORMATION 

International applications are accepted for Fall 
admission only.

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS  
Applicants must have successfully completed an 
Honours BA in English Literature from an English-
language university, with a GPA of B+ or higher.

SECOND LANGUAGE REQUIREMENT 
French (reading and translation competency)

Studies
Sessions for admission

Fall Winter

Full-time x x

Part-time x x

Master of Arts in ENGLISH (MA)

GENEROUS FINANCIAL SUPPORT PROGRAMS
We offer a competitive funding package: MA students with a GPA of 
at least 8.0 (A-) receive an admission scholarship of $7500 per year 
for one year (coursework) or two years (thesis) along with a TAship 
worth an additional $9500 per year. Students are also encouraged 
to apply for external funding; we offer extensive help with 
scholarship applications, and our students have an excellent track 
record in OGS and SSHRC competitions. In the past two years, 57% 
of our thesis MA students have won external scholarships for their 
second year of study. For more information, please visit our website.
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DEGREE REQUIREMENTS
MA in English with coursework – 27 credits

•	 Fall	–	Three	seminars	plus	ENG6302	(Research	Methods)	
and language requirement 

•	Winter	–	Three	seminars	plus	ENG6303	
(Professionalization) 

•	 Spring/Summer	–	Two	seminars

MA in English with thesis – 15 credits

Year One
•	Fall	–	Two	seminars	plus	ENG6302	and	language	 
   requirement
•	Winter	–	One	seminar	plus	ENG6303	and	thesis	proposal
•	 Spring/Summer	–	One	seminar	and	thesis	research	

Year Two
•	Thesis	and	defence

MA with specialization in Medieval and Renaissance 
Studies – 18 credits

Year One
•	Fall	–	One	ENG	seminar,	plus	MDV	5100	or	5500	

(Medieval and Renaissance Studies Research Methods 
in	English	or	French),	ENG6302	and	language	
requirement

•	Winter	–	One	ENG	seminar,	plus	MDV5900	
(Interdisciplinary	Research	Seminar),	ENG6303	and	
thesis proposal

•	Spring/summer	–	One	ENG	seminar	and	thesis	research

Year Two
•	Thesis	and	defence

MA with specialization in Women’s Studies – 18 credits

Year One
•	Fall		–	One	ENG	seminar,	plus	FEM5300	(Feminist	
Theories),	ENG6302,	and	language	requirement

•	Winter	–	One	ENG	seminar,	plus	FEM5103	(Feminist	
Methodologies),	ENG6303,	and	thesis	proposal

•	Spring/summer	–	One	ENG	seminar	and	thesis	research

Year Two
•	Thesis	and	defence

Information
Anne Raine, Director of Graduate Studies | 613-562-5800, ext. 1770 | gradchaireng@uottawa.ca

www.arts.uOttawa.ca/english 

GRADUATE SEMINARS 2015-2016
•	Labour and the Ludic: Reading Work and Play in Modern and 

Contemporary Canadian Poetry

•	Queer	States:	Sexualities,	Nationalisms,	and	Anti-Colonial	
Sovereignties in Contemporary Canada

•	Humour and Satire in Canadian Fiction

•	Distributing the Individual: Modernism and Anti-Individualist 
Individuality

•	 “American Psycho”: The Hollywood Masterworks of Alfred Hitchcock 
in Context

•	 Victorian	Materialities:	Affect,	Objects,	and	Sensational	Matters

•	 The	Pre-Raphaelite	Movement:	Visual	Culture,	Aesthetics	and	
Poetics

•	Romantic Pedagogies: Literature and Learning in 19th-century 
Britain and Beyond

•	Shakespeare after 400 : The Global and the Local

•	Early Modern Manuscripts and the History of the Book

•	Critical Methodologies in Literary Studies

•	Research Methods and Professionalization 

For detailed course descriptions, please visit our website.

In 2014, graduate students from across North America gathered in our 
department for a lively conference on the book-as-object in literary 
studies. The 2015 conference will focus on “The Limits of Animality.”  
For details, contact uottawa.conference@gmail.com


