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Master’s in FINE ARTS (MFA)

GENEROUS FINANCIAL-SUPPORT 
PROGRAMS

Our graduate students receive generous financial 
support through our scholarship programs. In addition, 
some of our students are eligible for the Charles Gagnon 
Master’s in Fine Arts Entrance Scholarship. To learn about 
the eligibility criteria, please visit our website.

Information
Martin Golland, Director of Graduate Studies | 613-562-5800, ext. 2014 | mgolland@uOttawa.ca

www.arts.uOttawa.ca/visualarts 

The MASTER’S IN FINE ARTS (MFA) is a bilingual 
two-year program. Students work within a variety 
of artistic practices, from photography and media 
arts to sculpture, painting and drawing, video 
and installation art. They take an in-depth look 
at theories informing contemporary art and image 
culture, and choose between an interdisciplinary 
studio approach or a specialization in a single 
medium. The program is for students wishing 
to study full-time only.

OPTION
Master’s with thesis 
(artistic project and support paper) 

LANGUAGES OF INSTRUCTION 
This is a bilingual program. In accordance with University 
of Ottawa policy, students may choose to complete 
written assignments, examinations, and studio critiques 
in either English or French.

DEGREE REQUIREMENTS 
Master’s with thesis – 42 credits
•	 Studio	Courses	(18 cr.)
•	 Theory	Courses	(12 cr.)
•	 Preparation	for	Thesis	Presentation	(12 cr.)

The program requires six sessions (two years) to complete 
and culminates in the preparation of a professional-level 
Thesis Presentation.

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS 
Bachelor’s degree in Visual Arts (either a BFA, or a BA with major or 
specialization in Visual Arts), with a B+ (75%) average in the last two 
years of study and an overall of B (70%) average. Candidates with an 
Honours Bachelor’s degree in another field may be accepted if they 
submit an exceptional portfolio. 

To be eligible, the candidates should have:
•	 a	portfolio	that	demonstrates	significant	artistic	accomplishment	

and potential; 
•	 a	solid	background	in	the	history	and	theory	of	art,	with	a	particular	

emphasis on contemporary art and art discourse, as demonstrated 
by having completed at least 12 credits of Art History and Theory 
courses at the undergraduate level, with at least nine of those credits 
in contemporary art. Incoming students may be required to take 
specific undergraduate Art History and Theory courses, in addition 
to their graduate level courses, if judged necessary by the Graduate 
Selection Committee. Students will be advised of this requirement 
at the time of their admission; 

•	 at	least	a	basic	technical	grounding	in	the	visual	and	multi-
media disciplines in which they will be working during their 
time in the program, as shown by the admission portfolio and/or 
undergraduate studies; 

•	 proficiency	in	one	of	the	two	official	languages	(English	or	
French) and at least a basic knowledge of the other language; 
basic knowledge implies the ability to follow courses in both 
languages; and 

•	 proof,	as	demonstrated	by	their	portfolio	and	exhibition	records,	that	
they have been capable of sustaining an artistic practice for at least 
two years since completing undergraduate studies. This regulation 
may be waived in exceptional circumstances for older students with 
outstanding records of artistic accomplishment.


