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The PhD in English is a rigorous program of 
professional training that prepares students for a 
career in university teaching and research. By the time 
of graduation, students have developed the critical 
and scholarly skills and intellectual independence 
required to prepare successful grant applications, 
conduct independent research, and present the results 
in conference papers and scholarly publications. 
They are also well prepared to teach at all levels 
of university instruction. These skills are acquired 
through seminar work, professional development 
workshops, two comprehensive examinations, and 
research leading to an original dissertation.

ADMISSION INFORMATION 

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
Applicants must have a first-class Master’s degree from 
an English Literature program in an English-language 
university. Admission is based upon a high average (at 
least A- in MA coursework) and an excellent project 
proposal, writing sample, and letters of reference. 

“The support upon arrival was fantastic. The department is 
small enough that you can develop an identity and personal 
relationships with the faculty, but large enough that there 
are wonderful opportunities to be had. We host events like 
the annual Canadian Literature Symposium, for example, 
which gives grad students a chance to learn what is involved 
in putting on such events and to meet and engage with 
scholars from across Canada and beyond.”

Cameron Anstee | PhD candidate

Studies
Sessions for admission

Fall Winter

Full-Time x x
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GENEROUS FINANCIAL SUPPORT PROGRAMS
We offer a competitive funding package: PhD students with a GPA 
of at least 8.0 (A-) are guaranteed an admission scholarship of $9000 
per year for four years, along with a TAship worth an additional 
$9500 per year, with additional funding available for research and 
conference travel. 
Our students also have an excellent track record with external 
scholarships; we offer extensive help with scholarship applications, 
and 71% of our current PhD students have had OGS or SSHRC 
funding for one or more years of their doctoral degree.

OUR DEPARTMENTAL COMMUNITY
Part of an historic institution, the oldest bilingual university in 
Canada, the Department of English at the University of Ottawa is 
a fresh and vibrant department at the forefront of literary studies. 
What sets our doctoral program apart is its combination of top-
notch academic training and unrivalled collegiality. Our faculty 
are internationally renowned, producing leading research in their 
fields. Seminars are small, and students develop close working 
relationships with faculty mentors. Our comprehensive exam 
structure helps students develop expertise both in their literary-
historical field and in a particular area of critical or methodological 
inquiry, laying a strong foundation for the thesis proposal and the 
doctoral thesis. We are also committed to helping students become 
excellent teachers: our professional development workshops 
include training in pedagogy and course design, and doctoral 
candidates have the opportunity to design and teach their own 
courses by the end of their degree. 

The Department has a strong sense of community: our floor of 
the Arts building is a lively place where students and faculty meet 
regularly and easily. There is also a vibrant, supportive community 
among the students themselves, centred in the English Graduate 
Students’ Association, which keeps students connected throughout 
their degree program. The Department hosts a variety of events 
each year including conferences, talks by visiting scholars, poetry 
readings, and colloquia where faculty and graduate students 
present their work and learn about the current projects of other 
department members. Our graduate students pursue research 
in fields across the discipline, from medieval to contemporary; 
scholarly editing to book history to interdisciplinary studies; and 
including Canadian, American, British, and other literatures in 
English. 



In 2014, graduate students from across North America gathered in our 
department for a lively conference on the book-as-object in literary 
studies. The 2015 conference will focus on “The Limits of Animality.”  
For details, contact uottawa.conference@gmail.com
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DEGREE REQUIREMENTS

PhD in English
Students must successfully complete five half-year 
seminar courses plus a professional development 
course (18 credits); a language requirement (normally 
French reading and translation competency); 
comprehensive examinations; and an original 
dissertation.

•  Year One – Seminar courses and ENG6302/6303 
(Research Methods and Professionalization)

•  Year Two – Comprehensive examinations and the 
language requirement

•  Year Three – Thesis proposal and begin research and 
writing of dissertation

•  Year Four – Completion of dissertation and its defence

PhD with specialization in Canadian Studies
Students who wish to have the designation 
“Specialization in Canadian Studies” added to their 
diplomas must complete all requirements for the PhD 
in English and successfully defend a dissertation on a 
topic in Canadian literature. Their course work must 
include

• At least one ENG seminar in Canadian literature

• CDN6910 (bilingual interdisciplinary seminar in 
Canadian Studies) 

Since the seminars in Canadian Studies are bilingual, 
participants are expected to have an adequate 
command of both English and French.
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GRADUATE SEMINARS 2015-2016

• Labour and the Ludic: Reading Work and Play in Modern and 
Contemporary Canadian Poetry

• Queer States: Sexualities, Nationalisms, and Anti-Colonial 
Sovereignties in Contemporary Canada

• Humour and Satire in Canadian Fiction
• Distributing the Individual: Modernism and Anti-Individualist 

Individuality
• “American Psycho”: The Hollywood Masterworks of Alfred Hitchcock 

in Context
• Victorian Materialities: Affect, Objects, and Sensational Matters
• The Pre-Raphaelite Movement: Visual Culture, Aesthetics and 

Poetics
• Romantic Pedagogies: Literature and Learning in 19th-century 

Britain and Beyond
• Shakespeare after 400: The Global and the Local
• Early Modern Manuscripts and the History of the Book
• Critical Methodologies in Literary Studies
• Research Methods and Professionalization 

For detailed course descriptions, please visit our website.


