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GENEROUS FINANCIAL-SUPPORT PROGRAMS
Our graduate students receive generous financial support through our 
scholarship programs. To learn about the eligibility criteria, please visit 
our website.

LABORATORIES 
The Department of Geography has seven research laboratories 
to support graduate-student and faculty research: Laboratory 
for Paleoclimatology and Climatology,  Laboratory for Applied 
Geomatics	and	GIS	Sciences,		Health	and	Environmental	Analysis	
Laboratory, Laboratory for Cryospheric Research, Laboratory for 
Environment, Society and Policy, Laboratory for Integrative Research on 
Environmental Change and Public Policy and the Physical Geography 
Laboratory. 

Virtually all research projects in physical and human geography have 
a practical dimension, which means you usually collect data in the 
field, be it in the Arctic, from an archive or with a community group. 
Your intellectual development as a doctoral student is enhanced by 
your direct participation in funded research professors have obtained 
from	SSHRC,	NSERC	and	other	agencies.	Many	of	the	projects	are	
collaborative and gather researchers from many universities and 
fields of study. 

DEGREE REQUIREMENTS 
PhD with thesis – 15 credits
•	 Nine	credits	in	geography	from	courses	at	the	5000-level	or	 

higher (9 cr.)
•	 GEG9998	Comprehensive	Examination	
•	 GEG9001	Preparation	and	Presentation	of	PhD	Thesis	Project	(6 cr.) 
•	 GEG9999	PhD	Thesis	

Second-Language Proficiency Test: During your studies, you must 
demonstrate at least a passive knowledge of Canada’s second official 
language. You must write the Second-Language Proficiency Test in 
the fall or winter session of your first year of graduate studies.

PhD with specialization in Canadian Studies
To learn about the requirements of this option, please visit our website.

The PhD	IN	GEOGRAPHY focuses on 
environmental change and adaptation (physical 
and social). You can pursue a wide range of 
projects in physical and human geography. 
Several professors study natural processes and 
environmental challenges in polar and alpine 
environments, while others focus on processes 
and representations that shape social and cultural 
environments. The doctoral program prepares 
you for careers in university-level teaching, 
research, public-policy analysis and international 
development, as well as in the private sector. It 
also emphasizes research training that readies you 
for independent projects and gives you critical 
reasoning skills geared to a major field of research.

OPTION
PhD with specialization in Canadian Studies

LANGUAGES OF INSTRUCTION 
The program is offered in English and in French. In 
accordance with University of Ottawa policy, you may 
submit your essays in English or in French.

ADMISSION INFORMATION 

 
 
 
ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS 
Master’s in Geography (or equivalent) with a minimum 
average of B+ (75%).

Studies
Sessions for admission

Fall Winter

Full-time x x

Part-time x x

PhD in GEOGRAPHY


