
Université d’Ottawa University of Ottawa

S E P T E M B E R  2 0 1 4

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS 
Normally, you gain admission to the PhD after completing an MA 
in Philosophy with a minimum average of B+ (75%). However, after 
enrolling in the MA in Philosophy, you can be offered accelerated 
entrance to the PhD after completing, with a minimum average of 
A- (80%), six courses and a major research paper; you can usually fulfill 
these requirements within twelve months, and if you are accepted into 
the PhD by this accelerated route, you do not require an MA. 

SAMPLE OF COURSES OFFERED  
CURRENTLY OR RECENTLY 
• The Humanism of Bernard Williams
• Brain Mapping and Cognitive Theory
• Virtue and Dialogue: Interpreting Plato’s Protagoras
• Descartes Against the Curriculum
• The flow of time
• Perfection et liberté: Éthique et pensée politique allemande de Leibniz 

à l’École hégélienne
• Hegel’s Logic
• Utilitarianism: classical, critical and contemporary perspectives
• Autonomy: Theory and Practice
• Charles Taylor : une lecture de L’âge séculier
• Les Méditations Cartésiennes de Husserl

DEGREE REQUIREMENTS 
PhD in Philosophy – 18 credits
• Six three-credit courses
• Comprehensive exams
• Approved thesis project
• Thesis including defence 

PhD with specialization in Canadian Studies
To learn about the requirements of this option, please visit our website.

GENEROUS FINANCIAL-SUPPORT PROGRAMS
Our graduate students receive generous financial support through 
our scholarship programs. In addition, many of our master’s and PhD 
students receive grants from the Ontario Graduate Scholarship Program 
and the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada 
(SSHRC). To learn about the eligibility criteria, please visit our website.

Information
Sophie Rietti, Director of Graduate Studies | 613-562-5800, ext. 3680 | srietti@uOttawa.ca 

www.arts.uOttawa.ca/philosophy

Our department is one of the very few in Canada 
that places equal emphasis on what are commonly 
called the “continental” and “analytic” traditions of 
philosophy, and the only one that is bilingual. You 
can tap into a breadth of expertise in the history 
of philosophy, with specialists working on ancient 
and medieval thought; rationalism and empiricism 
in the enlightenment; American pragmatism; 
Austrian, German and French philosophy; the 
history of analytic philosophy and the philosophy 
of science. Your study options are equally diverse 
when it comes to our research in contemporary 
philosophy, where we maintain an especially 
strong focus on moral, social and political issues. 
We also offer you opportunities to study abroad 
through student exchange programs with, for 
example, the Université de Paris IV (Sorbonne) 
and the University of Delhi (India).

OPTION
PhD with specialization in Canadian Studies

LANGUAGES OF INSTRUCTION 
The program is offered in English and in French. 
In accordance with University of Ottawa policy, 
you may submit essays either in English or in French.

ADMISSION INFORMATION 

Studies
Sessions for admission

Fall Winter

Full-time x x

Part-time x x

PhD in PHILOSOPHY


