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WHAT IS INDIGENOUS STAR KNOWLEDGE?
Stories about the night sky and its stars and constellations have guided Indigenous peoples
across the world for millennia. They have helped navigate across waterways and land, track
seasons and other natural phenomena, helped guide birth and maternity, and hold countless
other spiritual and scientific meanings.

WHY IS IT IMPORTANT?
Much of this knowledge, acquired through ceremony, observation, and relationships, has been lost
globally as a result of ongoing colonization practices. Reviving this knowledge can contribute to clarity
and innovation in science and astronomy worldwide, a greater understanding of science and the
scientific process from multiple perspectives, as well as improved health and social outcomes for
Indigenous peoples globally.

WHAT IS THE ISK SYMPOSIUM?
The ISK Symposium stems from a collaboration
between star knowledge keepers Wilfred Buck and
Annette S. Lee, who have worked over several
decades to reclaim traditional star knowledge of
Cree, Ojibwe, and D/Lakota worldviews. Both have
taught hundreds of learners and collected and
documented Indigenous star knowledge stories
over decades.
The ISK Symposium will bring together Indigenous
Star Knowledge keepers from around the world in
Ottawa, Ontario, over a four-day period in
September 2020. The primary purpose of this
gathering will be for the knowledge keepers to
create a living conversation and build relationships
and community at a time of urgent need. A
secondary purpose will be for members of the
public, including astronomers, teachers, and
learners, to learn directly from the ISK Symposium
via keynote speakers, onsite activities, and
participating in ceremony when possible and
appropriate. A third purpose will be to foster an
opportunity for Indigenous learners to assist in a
cultural event as the beginning of a helper culture
course at the University of Ottawa.

Sept 15-18, 2020, Sacred fire starts
Monday September 14

