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Mot du Directeur | Message from the Chair 

Cher lecteur, 

Que vous soyez un ancien ou un futur étudiant du département, il me fait plaisir, en tant que directeur, de vous présenter 

ce bulletin du Département d’études anciennes et de sciences des religions. Vous y trouverez, notamment et principale-

ment, des informations sur les professeurs et les étudiants du département, vous aurez, en somme, des nouvelles de leurs 

recherches et de leurs projets. 

Le département d’études anciennes et de sciences des reli-

gions, c’est aujourd’hui, en termes d’effectifs, 14 profes-

seurs réguliers (9 SRS – 5 CLA), 20 professeurs à temps 

partiel (4 SRS – 16 CLA), 2 professeurs auxiliaires, 171 

étudiants au 1er cycle (70 SRS – 101 CLA) et 39 étudiants 

aux 2e et 3e cycles. Nous enseignons, bon an mal an, à peu 

près de 4000 étudiants par année. 

Au chapitre de la recherche, les professeurs du départe-

ment publient une cinquantaine de titres par année. Trois 

d’entre eux, Lori Beaman (SRS), Jitse Dijkstra (CLA) et 

Adele Reinhartz (SRS) reçoivent en ce moment des fonds 

du CRSH. Lori Beaman est en fait titulaire de la Chaire de 

recherche du Canada sur la religion et la diversité au Ca-

nada. Huit de nos étudiants de 2e et 3e cycles sont bour-

siers du CRSH ou de l’OGS et l’on compte cette année 6 

stagiaires postdoctoraux et une chercheure invitée qui 

nous vient d’aussi loin que le Japon. L’excellence de la 

recherche qui se fait au département se voit également au 

fait que trois de nos professeurs, Adele Reinhartz, Richard 

Burgess et Lori Beaman sont membres de la Société royale 

du Canada. 

Bien entendu, tout ne se résume pas à une série de faits et 

de nombres. Notre département, c’est aussi l’enthousiasme 

d’un professeur qui amène ses étudiants en Inde pour satis-

faire leur soif de connaissance, c’est le dévouement d’un 

autre professeur qui initie les étudiants de notre départe-

ment et d’ailleurs à la culture matérielle de l’Antiquité en 

les prenant comme volontaires à notre Musée d’antiquités 

gréco-romaines, c’est, en réalité, la formidable expérience 

d’apprentissage que nous offrons à nos étudiants. 

Je vous laisse à la lecture de ce bulletin, en espérant qu’il 

ravivera les souvenirs des uns et éveillera la curiosité des 

autres. 

Cordialement, 

Dominique Côté  (Directeur jusqu’au juin 2017) 

 

Dominique Côté dans son bureau | Dominique Côté in his office - Photo courtesy of  Sandra Clark 



 

5 
 

Édition 2016, numéro 1                                                                                                                                            Volume 2016, Issue 1 

Dear Reader, 

Whether you may be a former or a future student of the Department, I am delighted, as Chair, to present you with this 

newsletter from the Department of Classics and Religious Studies. In it you will find news about some of the              

Department’s professors and students as well as their research and projects. 

As far as numbers go, the Department of Classics and 

Religious Studies currently has 14 regular professors (9 

SRS - 5 CLA), 20 part-time professors (4 SRS - 16 

CLA), 2 adjunct professors, 171 undergraduate students 

(70 SRS - 101 CLA) and 39 graduate students. On ave-

rage, we teach 4000 students per year.  

In terms of research, the professors in our Department 

publish around 50 titles a year. Four of them are cur-

rently holders of SSHRC grants - Lori Beaman (SRS), 

Jitse Dijkstra (CLA), Adele Reinhartz (SRS) and Anne 

Vallely (SRS). Lori Beaman is also the holder of a Cana-

da Research Chair for her project on religion and diversi-

ty in Canada. Eight of our graduate students have        

received SSHRC or OGS grants and this year we have 6 

postdoctoral fellows as well as a visiting professor from 

as far away as Japan. The research excellence of the De-

partment is also apparent in that three of our professors, 

namely Adele Reinhartz, Richard Burgess and Lori 

Beaman, are fellows of the Royal Society of Canada. 

Naturally, not everthing can be summarized in numbers. 

Our Department is also made up of enthusiasm and devo-

tion: the enthusiasm, for example, of one of our profes-

sors who satisfies the curiosity of her students by taking 

them to India, and the devotion of another who intro-

duces student-volunteers from our and other departments 

to the tangible world of Antiquity through our Musuem 

of Classical Antiquities - an extraordinary learning expe-

rience indeed.   

I’ll leave you now to read this newsletter in the hopes 

that it will bring back wonderful memories for some and 

will arouse curiosity in others.  
 

Sincerely, 

Dominique Côté (Chair until June 2017) 

  

 

Congratulations to….! 

 de Bruyn, Theodore - who will become the Chair of  the 

Department in July 2017. We will be delighted to have 

you as part of our team in the secretariat! 

 Anderson, Emma - who was promoted to full professor 

this year and who became the Director of the Institute of 

Canadian and Aboriginal Studies for 2016-2017. That’s a 

great achievement! 

 Dijkstra, Jitse - who was promoted to full professor this 

year. Congratulations on your promotion! 

Thank you! 

 Gardaz, Michel - who stepped down as Director of Un-

dergraduate Studies after a 4-year mandate. Thank you 

for your great team spirit and for a job well done! 

 

Good bye! 

It is with great sadness that we say goodbye to…. 

 Schlapbach, Karin - who left us to pursue her career in a 

prestigious university in Fribourg, Switzerland. We 

miss you very much Karin and wish you every success 

in your new university! 

Retirement! 

 Guédon, Marie-Françoise - who retired this fall but is 

continuing to work on her research project. We are de-

lighted you will be continuing your research with us! 

 Sioui, Georges - who retires in January 2017. We will 

miss you very much Georges!  
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Museum of Classical Antiquities 

The Museum of Classical Antiquities was established in 1975 as a teaching collection. It’s comprised of artefacts 

that reflect daily life during the period from the seventh century BCE to the seventh century CE. The permanent 

collection is enhanced by special exhibits and artefacts belonging to Canadian and foreign collectors. 

Daily Operations: We continue to remain open to the 

public during the academic year, thanks to undergradu-

ate and graduate student volunteers, who monitor the 

gallery, provide information about our collections, and 

give tours to the general public.  

Collections Management: Our volunteers have also 

been involved in the management of our collections 

with particular focus on bringing our inventory up to 

date to be consistent with changes in our storage and 

display designations introduced last winter. In addition 

we have begun to catalogue our collections digitally, 

using Shared Shelf, a cataloging tool supported by Art-

stor, a digital library, to which our university sub-

scribes. 

Research and Acquisitions: I have been conducting 

research on a group of vases that the museum recently 

acquired by gift. The vases, which were collected over 

several years in the bicoastal region of eastern Apulia 

(environs of Bari), were most likely deposited in tomb 

groups of roughly 5th century date. Among the assem-

blage are native Apulian (Peucetian) wares, Greek co-

lonial (South Italian) Red Figure, Black Glaze, several 

large loom weights with impressed decoration, a sword, 

and a ceramic pig that was probably a child`s rattle - all 

objects normally found in tomb assemblages. The col-

lection as a whole is consistent with 5th tomb groups, 

many of which have come to light through excavation 

over the last 20 years. Native Apulian ceramics have 

largely been ignored because of prevailing tendency to 

dismiss them in favor of the South Italian Red Figure 

wares produced by Italian Greeks who lived in colonies 

near the indigenous peoples the Greeks called Peuce-

tians. As I study and catalogue the vases I am trying to 

put them into an archaeological and cultural context - 

as evidence of native cultural cross fertilization and 

patronage, a topic which has only recently received 

attention. 

- Antonia Holden, Curator 

Bénévoles travaillant dans le musée | Volunteers working in the museum - Photo courtesy of  Robert Lacombe 
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The photos below show the group in the Elephanta caves and in front of the famous Heads of Shiva. The students 

also travel and study in Varanasi, Delhi and Jaipur.   

Faculty and Student Travels 

Anne Vallely in India 

UCSIA Summer School in Antwerp, Belgium - Heather Barkman 

As a PhD candidate in Religious Studies, Heather Barkman attended the UCSIA Summer School in Antwerp, Belgium, 

from August 23-30, 2015. Each year, the UCSIA summer school offers a week-long interdisciplinary session on a topic 

in religion, culture, and society. This year’s topic was religious violence. Thirty PhD students and post-doctoral scholars 

from around the world participated in the session alongside established researchers in the field. The week consisted of 

lectures, student presentations and panel discussions, and aimed to give participants the necessary methodologies and 

interdisciplinary perspectives to conduct their research and further develop their academic careers. 

2015 class in front of the Heads of Shiva Anne Vallely with the 2015 student in front of the Elephanta 

Overseas India Summer Course - Anne Vallely 

During the summer semester in 2015, Dr. Anne Vallely once again taught her overseas 

course  in India to students from the University of Ottawa. The course also accepted a 

small number of students from other universities across Canada. The course focuses on 

the religious and cultural tradition of Jainism, and provides students – from both under-

graduate and graduate programs – the opportunity to participate in a cultural and educa-

tional immersion in India. The program is affiliated with the University of Mumbai, 

where students spend a week studying with faculty from the Department of Philosophy, 

as well as participating in daily excursions to important religious sites in and around the 

city, including the Buddhist Kanheri caves and the island Elephanta,  famous for its 6th 

century rock carvings of Lord Shiva.  
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Corps professoral - Études anciennes | Faculty News - Classics 

Bussières, Marie-Pierre - Professeure agrégée 

Le projet d’édition critique des Questions sur l’Ancien et le Nouveau 

Testament de l’Ambrosiaster (4e siècle) comporte trois volets : établir 

une édition complète et une traduction des deux versions antiques de 

cette collection qui a circulé sous le nom d’Augustin d’Hippone dès le 

haut Moyen-âge ; comprendre, par l’étude des corrections faites par 

l’auteur à ses propres commentaires, comment les débats théologiques 

ardents de la fin du 4e siècle l’ont influencé ; étudier la place de ce pre-

mier témoin latin du genre des commentaires scripturaires rédigés sous 

forme de questions et réponses dans l’évolution des formes d’exégèse. 

Un exploration récente - et ludique - s’est intéressé à l’esthétique hé-

roïque dans le jeu des acteurs à la télévision et a donné lieu à une pré-

sentation dans le cadre d’une fan-con à Burbank, CA, ainsi qu’à un 

article dans une revue évaluée par des pairs. 

Renaud, Denis - Professeur à temps partiel 

En mai dernier, Denis Renaud a participé à une fouille archéologique de l’Inrap 

(Institut national de recherches archéologiques préventives) à Fleury-sur-Orne 

en Normandie. L’intervention visait à mettre au jour un campement temporaire 

occupé par des régiments canadiens pendant la bataille de Normandie en juillet 

1944. Depuis 2014, il collabore aux recherches d’identification des artefacts et 

il participera d’ailleurs à la rédaction du rapport de fouilles. Depuis 2013, Denis 

Renaud intègre l’archéologie des champs de bataille dans son cours « Méthodes 

et techniques archéologiques : CLA-2510 » afin de faire connaître cette spécia-

lité au Canada. Il offrira un cours en anglais à ce sujet en novembre au Centre 

de formation continue de l’Université d’Ottawa. 

Greatrex, Geoffrey - Full Professor 

Geoffrey Greatrex prépare un commentaire sur les Guerres perses de 

l'historien Procope de Césarée, notre source principale sur le règne mou-

vementé de l'empereur Justinien. Il s'agit d'un projet de longue haleine, 

tant il y a de la matière à commenter. He has been fortunate to receive 

funding from SSHRC for his work and to have had a year's sabbatical in 

2013-14 in Cambridge to make progress. 

Over the last couple of years he has attended conferences in Denizli, 

Turkey, Mainz, Tübingen and Oxford; in March 2013 he organised the 

10th annual ‘Shifting Frontiers in Late Antiquity’ conference at the Uni-

versity of Ottawa – the first time it had been held outside the U.S. –  

whose proceedings have now been published by Ashgate. Il n’aurait pas 

été possible d’organiser le colloque sans le soutien de ses collègues et de 

nos étudiants. 

Marie-Pierre Bussières 

Geoffrey Greatrex in Miletus 

D.Renaud en présence d’une caisse de mu-

nitions pour un obusier de 25 livres. 

Source photo : V.Carpentier, Inrap. 
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de Bruyn, Theodore - Associate Professor 

Dr. de Bruyn has just written a book, forthcoming from Oxford University Press, on how incantations 

and amulets became ‘Christian’ in the time of the later Roman empire. It was a common practice in the 

ancient world to use incantations and amulets to ward off sickness and evil or get the better over an op-

ponent. Christian authorities opposed the practice, but there is lots of evidence that Christians continued 

to use and in fact prepare amulets. Dr. de Bruyn’s book looks at textual amulets written on papyrus and 

other materials from Egypt. He is interested in what can be learned from these materials - from their 

texts, handwriting, and design - about the people who wrote them and the people who used them. It is a 

rare opportunity to catch a glimpse of how people in fact lived as Christians - about what they did rather than what they were 

supposed to do. 

M. de Bruyn vient d’écrire un livre, à apparaître d’Oxford University Press,  sur les manières dont les incantations et les amu-

lettes sont devenues chrétiennes pendant l’antiquité tardive. L’utilisation des incantations et des amulettes pour se protéger contre 

la maladie et le mal ou pour gagner l’avantage sur un adversaire se trouvait partout dans le monde antique. Il existe beaucoup de 

preuves que les chrétiens portaient et en fait préparaient les sorts et les amulettes, même si les autorités chrétiennes condamnaient 

la pratique. Le livre s’occupe des incantations et des amulettes écrites sur papyrus et autres matières en provenance d’Égypte. À 

partir du texte, de l’écriture, et de dessin de ces documents, M. de Bruyn cherche à construire un profil des gens qui préparaient 

ces objets et des gens qui les commandaient ou portaient. En fait, ces documents nous permettent d’apprendre comment les gens 

vivaient en tant que chrétiens, d’apprendre ce qu’ils faisaient plutôt que ce qu’ils ont été conseillés à faire. 

Anderson, Emma - Full Professor 

In addition to presenting papers at learned societies and 

being interviewed on radio and television (see the Media 

section for more details), Dr. Anderson has been continu-

ing research in one of her areas of expertise, namely the 

European-Aboriginal religious contact in colonial Cana-

da. This has led to a couple of forthcoming publications 

due out this year - the chapter ‘The Road Not Taken: 

Counterfactual History and the Impact of a Single Native 

Life’ in the edited volume Les Récollets en Amérique: 

Traces et mémoire, and the chapter “Pilgrim’s Presence: 

Catholic Continuity in Contemporary Québec’ in the ed-

ited book Religious Lives and Landscapes in Quebec, 

1960s – Present.  This latter chapter argues that pilgrim-

age in la belle province continues to be an important and 

surprising (though defiantly anti-clerical) expression of 

continuing belief in traditional Catholicism the aftermath 

of la Révolution tranquille.   

Recently, Dr. Anderson was appointed the Acting Direc-

tor of the Institute of Canadian and Aboriginal Studies 

for 2016-2017 and her main initiative in her role as Di-

rector will be the organization of a major conference to 

mark the 150th anniversary of the Canadian Confedera-

tion (see the Events section of the newsletter). 

Corps professoral - Sciences des religions | Faculty News - Religious Studies 

Theodore deBruyn 

Beaman, Lori G. -  Canada Research Chair 

Dr. Beaman is the Canada 

Research Chair in the Con-

textualization of Religion 

in a Diverse Canada and a 

Professor in the Depart-

ment of Classics and Reli-

gious Studies at the Uni-

versity of Ottawa. She is 

Principal Investigator of 

the Religion and Diversity Project, a 37-member interna-

tional research team whose focus is religion and diversi-

ty.  

Her program of research focuses on religious freedom 

and its articulation in Canadian society generally and in 

law specifically. It examines the ways in which religion 

is defined in Canada and how these definitions are trans-

lated into interpretations of religious freedom.  

Lori Beaman was invited to take up a residency (October

-November, 2014) at the Rockefeller Foundation’s Bel-

lagio Center in Italy to work on her book length manu-

script ‘A Certain Fragility’: Deep Equality in an Era of 

Tolerance and Accommodation. She is also the President 

(2016) for the Association for the Sociology of Religion.  

  Lori G. Beaman 
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Reinhartz, Adele - Full Professor 

Adele Reinhartz participated in international conferences this 

summer. At the International Conference on Religion and Film, 

held in Istanbul May 21-24 2015, she presented a paper entitled: 

“Sex, Lies, and Clergymen: Robert Lepage’s Le Confessionnal in 

social and cultural context.” At the International Research Sympo-

sium, entitled Early Jewish Writings in Context: Perspectives on 

Gender and Reception History, held at the University of Münster, 

Germany on June 5-7 2015, she presented a paper entitled “Greek 

Esther: A Hellenistic Jewish Revenge Fantasy.”  She presented a 

paper on the mother of Jesus in John 2, at an international meeting 

of the Colloquium Ioanneum in Ephesus, September 5-7, 2015. At 

the Enoch Nangeroni conference on "John the Jew," in Camaldoli, 

Italy (June 19-24), she gave a talk entitled “And The Word Was 

God:” John’s Christology and Jesus’ Discourse in Jewish Con-

text." A few days later, on June 25, she spoke on Scripture, Perfor-

mance, and Religious Convergence in the Gospel of John at a con-

ference on Religious Converence in the Ancient Mediterranea in 

Palermo. And in August she gave a paper called "The Lyin’ King? 

Christology and Duplicity in John 7" at the annual meeting of the 

European-based Studiorum Novi Testamenti Societas, which met 

this year in Montreal. In addition, she gave numerous talks in Can-

ada and the United States, including the Wolinsky Lecture at York 

University, in April. She is currently completing a book entitled 

Exit Strategies: The Gospel of John and the Parting of the Ways, 

to be published by Fortress Press. 

Gardaz, Michel - Associate Professor 

Dr. Michel Gardaz was the Director of Undergraduate Studies for four years until July 2016 during which time he was 

not only responsible for the smooth running of the undergraduate Religious Studies courses but also led the restructuring 

of the Religious Studies Undergraduate Program. The new program started in September 2016. During this time, Dr. 

Gardaz also participated in the Faculty of Arts’ new Professor-Ambassador Program, and as such he gave talks to high-

school students at Nepean High School to spark their interest in the academic field of Religious Studies. Specifically, he 

introduced the students to the history of Religious Studies from Antiquity to today as well as to the religions of the 

world.  

Dr. Gardaz also continued to give presentations at various conferences, such as the AAR Eastern International, Congrès 

des sciences humaines, on his main research area, namely: Comparative Mysticism. Dr. Gardaz also wrote a novel enti-

tled Histoire d’une réincarnation: Sur la route des derviches, for which he won the prestigious 2014 Prix Jacques-

Poirier and for which he was interviewed by the CBC and various other news media (see the Media section of the news-

letter for more details). Although the events in his historical novel unravel through the eyes and adventures of a fictious 

main character, it is through this main character’s experiences that the reader is submerged into the reality of life in Cen-

tral Asia during the 15th century, its political conflicts and its devastating impact on the ordinary daily lives of the 

time.       

Pavillon Desmarais | Desmaris Building 

Photo courtesy of uOttawa 
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Vallely, Anne - Associate Professor 

Dr. Anne Vallely’s area of research is in the field of An-

thropology of Religion, focusing on South Asian reli-

gion, and specifically that of Jainism. At the broadest 

level, she is interested in issues germane to the study of 

religion and fundamental to the human condition, includ-

ing suffering, death, healing, devotion and interactions 

with the nonhuman world. More particularly, her princi-

pal research questions focus on human-nonhuman rela-

tions, as well as on death and grief within the Jain tradi-

tion. She is currently putting the finishing touches on the 

SSHRC grant she was awarded in 2013 entitled Animals, 

Jainism & the Animate Cosmos, in which she explores 

the place of suffering and death within Jainism’s engage-

ments with human and nonhuman life. 

She is on the Editorial Board of both the Journal of the 

American Academy of Religion and of the International 

Journal for Dharma Studies, and on the Steering Com-

mittee for Jain Studies for the American Academy of 

Religion and for Dharma Association of North America. 

She is a founding member of the University of Ottawa’s 

Academy of Mindfulness and Contemplative Studies, as 

well as a member of the newly created Laboratoire de 

recherche sur l’Anthropocène, which focuses on human/

animal relations.  

Dr. Vallely’s interest in “contemplative pedagogy”, 

which seeks to foster awareness through experiential 

ways of knowing, has lead her to create ( with colleague 

André Vellino) a new interdisciplinary course entitled 

Mindfulness, Contemplation and the Search for Meaning 

AHL 1100 which will be offered for the first time in the 

winter 2017 semester. She has been awarded several 

Blended Learning Grants for her work in transforming 

World Religions SRS2113, Anthropology of Religion 

SRS2194, Hinduism SRS3312, l’Hindouisme SRS3712, 

and Religion and Death SRS2393 into hybrid courses 

that contain interactive online content. Since 2007, she 

has regularly offered her overseas course in India during 

the summer semester. For more on this course, please see 

the Overseas India Summer Course section of this news-

letter. 

 

Students’ Association of Classical Studies 
 

2015 Gala  

Last year the Students’ Association of Classical Studies partnered with the University of Ottawa Archaeological 

Society to host their annual Gala. The “Camp Half-Blood”-themed event took place at Presse Café and was at-

tended by professors and students within the Department of Classics and Religious Studies, as well as friends 

and supporters from outside the faculty.  

The recipient of the renowned “Professor of the Year” award was Dr. Richard Burgess, as voted by the students 

in attendance. Sandra Clark and Dr. Sabrina Higgins also received special recognition for their devotion to the 

faculty. The night went off without a hitch, and SACS is thankful for the ongoing support they receive from 

both the students and faculty, and are looking forward to yet another fun-filled night this upcoming winter. 

 

- Hailey Graham, Vice-President of University Affairs and Museum Representative 
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Félicitations à nos diplômé(e)s de 2015 et 2016!       

Alrifaee, Amélie - MA 

Études anciennes - Diplômée mai 2016 

Directeur - Marie-Pierre Bussières  

Le dessein littéraire de Juvencus : Étude de la nature 

paraphrastique et épique des 'Euangeliorum libri quat-

tuor'   

Balkovec, Joel - MA 

Classical Studies - Graduated May 2016 

Supervisor - Dominique Côté 

The Legal and Literary Reception of the Jews in Chris-

tian Late Antiquity (AD 312-430)  

Barkman, Heather - PhD 

Religious Studies - Graduated July 2016 

Supervisor - Theo de Bruyn 

Female Identity and Agency in the Cult of the Martyrs in 

Late Antique North Africa  

Bhola, Raj - PhD 

Religious Studies- Graduated May 2015 

Supervisor - Pierluigi Piovanelli 

A Man of Visions:  A New Examination of the Vision(s) 

of Constantine (Panegyric VI, Lactantius' 'De mortibus 

persecutorum', and Eusebius' 'De vita Constantini'  

Chandra, Giroux - MA 

Classics- Graduated May 2016 

Supervisor - Karin Schlapbach 

Morality in Plutarch's Life of Cimon 

Gareau, Paul - PhD  

Religious Studies - Specialization in Canadian Studies - 

Nadya Pohran - Successful thesis defence! 

L to R: M-F Guédon, E. Anderson, N. Pohran, A. Vallely, A. 

Reinhartz   

Graduated May 2016 

Supervisor - Lori Beaman 

‘Journeying’ to the Father: Researching Faith and Iden-

tity in a Contemporary Catholic Youth Movement in 

Canada 

Higgins, Sabrina - PhD 

Religious Studies - Graduated May 2015 

Supervisor - Jitse Dijkstra 

Embodying the Virgin: The Physical Materialization of 

the Cult of Mary in Late Antique Egypt (Fifth to Ninth 

Centuries) 

Marincak, Lucas - MA 

Classical Studies - Specialization in Medieval and Re-

naissance Studies - Graduated May 2016 

Supervisor - Jitse Dijkstra 

A Narratological Analysis of the ‘Life of Aaron’ 

Miletti, Domenico - MA 

Classical Studies - Graduated May 2016 

Supervisor - Geoffrey Greatrex 

The Blood of the Martyrs: The Attitudes of Pagan Em-

perors and Crowds Towards Christians, from Nero to 

Julian  

Reichert, Alexis - MA 

Religious Studies - Graduated July 2015 

Supervisor - Anne Vallely  

Sacred Trees, Sacred Deer, Sacred Duty to Protect: Ex-

ploring Relationships between Humans and Nonhumans 

in the Bishnoi Community 
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About Some Graduate Theses 

Barkman, Heather  - PhD 

Female Identity and Agency in the Cult of the Martyrs in Late Antique North 

Africa  

Heather’s dissertation focuses on women in the cult of the martyrs in North Africa 

in late antiquity. She is particularly interested in concepts like identity, power, and 

agency, and how these intersect within the phenomenon of the cult of the martyrs. 

The various roles that were ascribed to women within this phenomenon (both as 

martyrs and as venerators of martyrs) are examined to help to explore the differ-

ences in access to authority between average Christian women and the extraordi-

nary martyrs. Heather has presented her work at various Canadian and international 

conferences and has published an article comparing the Melitian and Donatist 

schisms in Egypt and North Africa.  

Pump, Andrew - PhD 

Religious Studies - Graduated September 2016 

Supervisor - Naomi Goldenberg 

The Church in Globalization: A World-Systems Analysis 

on the Influence of Liberalism in Modern Catholic Social 

Thought  

Pohran, Nadya - MA 

Religious Studies - Graduated June 2015 

Supervisor - Anne Vallely 

Charismatic Healing: A Phenomenological Study of 

Spiritual Healing in Ottawa, Canada  

Hameed, Qamer - MA 

Religious Studies - Graduated 2015 

Supervisor - Lori Beaman with Peter Beyer 

Grassroots Canadian Muslim Identity in the Prairie City 

of Winnipeg: A Case Study of 2nd and 1.5 Generation 

Canadian Muslims  

St.Amour, Patrick  - MA 

Études anciennes - Diplômé mai 2016 

Directeur - Dominique Côté 

La cosmologie de l''Antre des Nymphes'. Ses sources et 

ses traditions  

Tomlins, Steven - PhD 

Religious Studies - Graduated May 2016 

Supervisor - Lori Beaman 

Navigating Atheist Identities: An Analysis of Nonreli-

gious Perceptions and Experiences in the Religiously 

Diverse Canadian City of Ottawa  

relatedness, exchange and embodied experience between 

humans and nonhumans in the Bishnoi community. This 

research elaborates on central themes that emerged from 

the fieldwork, including themes of embeddedness, duty, 

dharma, sacrifice, nonviolence, purity, impurity, and 

contemporary challenges. This research attempts to treat 

nonhumans as agents and participants in Bishnoi life, 

active in their physical and perceptual engagement with 

the world, and details the centrality of the nonhuman in 

the constitution of Bishnoi communities and identities. 

 Congratulations to our 2015 and 2016 Graduates! 

Reichert, Alexis - MA  Sacred Trees, Sacred Deer, Sacred Duty to Protect: Exploring Relationships between Humans 

and Nonhumans in the Bishnoi Community 

Heather Barkman 

This thesis explores relationships between humans and 

nonhumans in the Bishnoi community. The Bishnoi are a 

small Vaishnavite community most densely located in 

Rajasthan. They are well known in North-West India for 

defending and protecting the environment; sometimes 

even sacrificing their own lives to save trees or wild ani-

mals. This thesis is informed by a short-term ethnograph-

ic study conducted in the winter of 2013. The author 

combines symbolic and interpretive anthropology with 

multispecies ethnography in order to explore issues of 
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Current Graduate Student News 

Cummins, Alyshea - PhD Candidate - Religious Studies  

Alyshea Cummins’ doctoral research examines the fields of Contemporary Islam and Social Change, 

focusing specifically on how the Ismaili Muslim community is attempting to change the narrative of Is-

lam in Canada. She was recently awarded the Religion and Diversity Project Graduate Student Research 

Grant, valuing $1,000, for her work on the Canadian-Ismaili Muslim community.  

Cummins completed her BA degree in Psychology with a minor in Sociology at the University of Wind-

sor. She then went on to complete her Master's degree in Religion and Culture at Wilfrid Laurier Univer-

sity (WLU), where her research focus was on the Ismaili community and their contribution to pluralism in Canada. 

While at WLU she examined the refugee resettlement characteristics of two non-Christian minority groups in Canada: 

the Cambodian Theravada Buddhists and the Ugandan Ismaili Muslims. For her work on this topic she received the 

Gunn Award ($1,000), which was presented by the Honourable Minister of Citizenship and Immigration, Jason Kenney.  

Cummins has a passion for teaching and facilitated seminars at WLU for the first year undergraduate class entitled, 

World Religions II: Eastern Traditions. She has also guest lectured on the following topics at both WLU and uOttawa: 

Ismaili Thought and Practice, Women in Ismaili Thought and Practice, the Fatimid Empire (909-1171), Women in Islam, 

Muslim Minorities, and Muslim/Islamic Diversity. Cummins currently works as a research assistant for the project, 

“New Muslim Public Spheres in the Digital Age: Identity, Community, Diversity and Authority in Canada” chaired  at 

UQAM. She is also as a research assistant for the Religion and Diversity Project examining religious and cultural identi-

ty (de)constructions in Canadian society.  

Higgins, Sabrina - PhD 

Embodying the Virgin: The Physical Materialization of the Cult of Mary in Late Antique Egypt (Fifth to Ninth Centuries) 

This is a study of the physical manifestation of the cult of the Virgin Mary in Late Antique Egypt, that is, of the point at 

which Marian veneration, which scholars generally agree coalesced in the fifth century, spilled over into the physical 

sphere. Three diverging source materials (papyri/inscriptions, achaeology and iconography) are explored in order to an-

swer the central question, which asks: to what extent does the evidence for the physical materialization of the cult of 

Mary reflect its geographical and chronological diffusion in Late Antique Egypt? 

Hameed, Qamer - MA 

Grassroots Canadian Muslim Identity in the Prairie City 

of Winnipeg: A Case Study of 2nd and 1.5 Generation 

Canadian Muslims  

What are grassroots “Canadian Muslims” and why is 

“Muslims in Canada” not an appropriate descriptor? This 

thesis examines the novel concept of locale specific 

grassroots Canadian Muslim identity of second and 1.5 

generation Muslims in the prairie city of Winnipeg, Man-

itoba. The project focuses on a generation of Muslims 

that are settled, embedded and active in a medium sized 

Canadian metropolis. Locale plays a powerful part in the 

About Some Graduate Theses - cont’d 

way people navigate identities, form attachments, find 

belonging, and renegotiate communities and society. The 

project tries to understand a lived Canadian Muslim 

identity by exploring discourse and space as well as strat-

egies, social perceptions and expectations. These individ-

uals in this study participate in communities, navigate 

new kinds of hybrid identity, and develop intricate 

worldviews out of this unique embedded grassroots ex-

perience. This study finds that Canadian Muslim identity 

is truly complex and multifarious. It is not Muslim in 

Canada, but rather, Canadian and Muslim together – 

identity that is locale specific, unique and more fluid 

than Muslim identity in Canada is commonly perceived. 
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Cusack, Christine L. - PhD Candidate - Religious Studies 

Christine L. Cusack is the Student Caucus Leader for the Religion and Diversity Project 

at the University of Ottawa, Canada. She received her B.A. in Communications from 

Brigham Young University (1989), her M.A. in Communication from the University of 

Ottawa (2013) and is currently working on a Ph.D. in Religious Studies. As a former ele-

mentary school teacher, she has a keen interest in religion and education. Her other re-

search interests include women and religion and the intersection of religion, media and 

social change.  

Research Project  - Deconfessionalization and the Ethics and Religious Culture Program in Québec: Shaping Cit-

izenship in a Religiously Diverse Society  

Prior to 2008, parents of children attending Québec public elementary schools faced the annual dilemma of choosing 

a religious education stream. The disconcerting process for students and educators was akin to choosing sides for a 

pick-up basketball game: Catholics over here, Protestants over there, and as for the rest, off to the moral ethics class. 

The practice was an exercise in cultural segregation and marginalization. As immigration numbers increased, more 

children found themselves outside the rubric and in the corner of social exclusion. When the Québec Ministry of Edu-

cation, Leisure and Sport replaced confessional religious instruction with a new program entitled Ethics and Religious 

Culture, it constituted a major step in the “deconfessionalization” of the school system and acknowledged “the im-

portance of religious and ethical questions in the life and evolution of Québec society” (MELS 2008: 292). This re-

search proposes a qualitative study of religious education in Québec elementary schools and will explore how educa-

tion policy shapes students’ understanding of their role as citizens in a religiously diverse society.  

Swain, Stacie - MA Candidate - Religious Studies 

Stacie wrote “Searching for Method in a Sea of Theory; Or, How Do I Even ‘Do’ This?” in response to the focus on the-

ory throughout the panels of the North American Association for the Study of Religion at the annual meeting of the 

American Academy of Religion in November 2015. The papers, and the discussion periods afterwards, provided much 

food for thought regarding her own experience within the discipline of Religious Studies and her own theoretical and 

methodological positioning. The piece asks, how does the “excess of theory” that the NAASR panels discuss influence 

disciplinary training in Religious Studies at various levels of study? In short, how does the discipline make Religious 

Studies scholars out of students? What roles do method and theory play in such training, and why do some academics 

state that they “do” method and theory while others claim that they do not? Shewas pleased to see that the piece generat-

ed positive feedback via social media sites in the form of comments and approximately one hundred shares in North 

America and Europe by graduate students, established scholars within the field, and other Religious Studies departments. 

She plans to continue exploring this theme throughout her time in academia. 

Moffat, Stefan - MA Candidate - Classics 

Stefan Moffat is an MA student in Classics in his second year of study, and Treasurer for 

the RSGSA. He is presently studying the physical manifestations of reuse, by followers of 

any potential religion, of Greco-Roman temples in Late Antique Greece by means of the 

archaeological record, under the supervision of Dr. Jitse Dijkstra, in a thesis entitled Temple 

Reuse in Late Antique Greece . Having developed an interest in Roman Southeast Europe 

through years of reading, he fills his role as RSGSA Treasurer as a means of participating in 

social activities that offer him an opportunity to discuss ideas with his peers, and to encour-

age other students interested in the archaeology of cognition in developing their interest.  
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Réseau d’Ottawa pour l’étude de l’Antiquité 

tardive | The Ottawa Network for the Study 

of Late Antiquity   

Le Réseau a son siège au Département des Études an-

ciennes et de sciences des religions, à l'Université d'Otta-

wa (Canada). Le Réseau encourage l'étude des cultures 

du monde méditerranéen du IIIe au VIIe siècles de notre 

ère, période qui se caractérise par de remarquables trans-

formations religieuses, politiques et socio-économiques. 

Les membres travaillent dans les universités de la région 

d'Ottawa et sont spécialisés en art oratoire, histoire, his-

toriographie, religion, philosophie, paléographie, papy-

rologie, épigraphie et langues anciennes (grec, latin, hé-

breu, araméen, copte, éthiopien, syriaque). 

Outre la recherche et la direction d'études supécieures, 

les membres du Réseau organisent des conférences et 

autres rencontres qui sont ouvertes au public.   

http://arts.uottawa.ca/cla-srs/fr/reseau-dottawa-letude-

lantiquite-tardive 

The network is based in the Department of Classics and 

Religious Studies at the University of Ottawa, Canada. 

The Network promotes the study of the Mediterranean 

world from the 3rd to the 7th century, a vibrant period of 

religious, political and socio-economic changes, and one 

of the most profound periods of cultural change in histo-

ry. 

The members are drawn from Canadian universities pri-

marily in the Ottawa region but also further afield. They 

are experts in various fields of study needed to under-

stand the Late Antique period in all its complexity, such 

as rhetoric, history, historiography, religion, philosophy, 

palaeography, archaeology, papyrology, epigraphy, and 

ancient languages (Greek, Latin, Hebrew, Aramaic, Cop-

tic, Ethiopic, Syriac). 

In addition to research and supervising graduate studies, 

the Network sponsors lectures and other events which 

are open to the public.  

http://arts.uottawa.ca/cla-srs/en/ottawa-network-study-

late-antiquity 

Projets de recherche | Research Projects 

The Religion and Diversity Project is a Social Sciences 

and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC) funded Ma-

jor Collaborative Research Initiative (MCRI) directed by 

Lori G. Beaman and housed at the University of Ottawa. 

It brings together 37 researchers from across 5 countries 

(Canada, the United States, the United Kingdom, France 

and Australia) that are exploring different questions re-

lated to religion and diversity and weighing in on reli-

gious issues in Canada from a variety of perspectives 

including: religion, law, communication, sociology, his-

tory, political science, education and philosophy. The 

project addresses the following question: What are the 

contours of religious diversity in Canada and how can we 

best respond to the opportunities and challenges present-

ed by religious diversity in ways that promote a just and 

peaceful society? 

The project’s main contribution is to identify in detail the 

contours of religious diversity in Canada and abroad, and 

the potential benefits of approaches to diversity that pro-

mote substantive or deep equality and move beyond tol-

erance and accommodation.   

www.religionanddiversity.ca  

Adele Reinhartz is working on a major research project 

entitled Soutanes et sacrements: The Catholic Church in 

Québécois Feature Films since the Quiet Revolution. 

The proposed project examines the representation of Ca-

tholicism in Québec films from the period of the Quiet 

Revolution (approximately 1960) to the present. The hy-

pothesis is that French-language fictional feature films, 

produced in Québec primarily for a Québec market, are a 

site for negotiating the tensions between Catholicism and 

secularity that came to a head in the Quiet Revolution 

but have by no means disappeared from Québec society 

and identity. The project is supported by an SSHRC In-

sight grant (2014-19). Lori Beaman is a collaborator on 

the project. 

Religion and Diversity Project  

Soutanes et sacrements: The Catholic 

Church in Québécois Feature Films since the 

Quiet Revolution 
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Quelques publications | Some Recent Publications 

Burgess, R. (Forthcoming). The New Edition of the 

Chronograph of 354. A Detailed Critique. Zeitschrift 

für Antikes Christentum.  

Burgess, R. (2016). Chronicles. In  S. McGill and E. 

Watts (eds.),  Blackwell's Companion to Late Antique 

Literature. Oxford: Blackwell. (Commissioned)  

Bussières, M.-P. (2015). Ambrosiaster’s second 

thoughts about Eve. Journal of Early Christian Studies, 

23,1, 55-69. 

Bussières, M.-P. (2015). From Classical Greece to Sci-

ence-Fiction: Heroic Aesthetics and the Popularity of 

the Eagle Pilot Alan Carter in Space: 1999. Journal of 

Popular Television, 3,1 , 3-20. (Open Access : http://

www.ingentaconnect.com/content/intellect/Greatrex, 

G. & Elton, H. (Eds.). (2014). Shifting Genres in Late 

Antiquity. Farnham: Ashgate. 

Bussières, M.-P. (2014). La doctrine indigeste des hé-

rétiques : le message de l’Apocalypse chez l’Ambrosi-

aster. Dans F. Vinel (éd.). Visions de l’Apocalypse : 

héritage d’un genre littéraire et interprétations 

théologiques d’Irénée à Augustin, (pp.111-126) . Ca-

hiers de Biblia Patristica 14. Turnhout: Brepols. 

(Wissenschaftliche Untersuchungen zum Neuen Testa-

ment)  

Côté, D. (2015). Les Pseudo-Clémentines ou le choix 

du roman grec. Dans B. Bitton-Askelony, C. Harrison 

et O. Velasquez (dir.), Patristic Studies in the Twenty-

First Century. Turnhout, Brepols.  

Anderson, E.  (Forthcoming). Pilgrims’ Pres-

ence:  Catholic Continuity in Contemporary Quebec. In 

H. Kaell (ed.), Religious Lives and Landscapes in Que-

bec, 1960s to the Present. Montreal: McGill-Queen's 

University Press.  

Anderson, E. (2016). ‘Two Roads Diverged in a Yel-

low Woods:’ Counterfactual History and the Impact of 

a Single Native Life. Dans P-A Dubois et J-F Plante 

(eds.), Les Récollets en Amérique: Traces et Memoire. 

Quebec City: Les presses de l'Université Laval. 

Beaman, L. (In Press). Deep Equality in an Era of Re-

ligious Diversity. Oxford: Oxford University Press.  

Beaman, L., Beyer, P., Cusack, C. (2016). Young 

People and Religious Diversity: A Canadian Perspec-

tive. In E. Arweck (ed.), Young People’s Attitudes to 

Religious Diversity, (pp. 245-262). New York: 

Routledge. 

Beaman, L. and Van Arragon (eds.) (2015). Issues in 

Religion and Education, Whose Religion? Leiden: 

Brill.  

Beaman, L. & Tomlins, S. (2015). Atheist Identities - 

Spaces and Social Contexts. Cham: Springer.  

Burgess, R. (2014). Roman Imperial Chronology and 

Early-Fourth-Century Historiography: The Regnal Du-

rations of the So-called Chronica urbis Romae of the 

Chronograph of 354 with a new critical edition of the 

text. Stuttgart: Germany. Franz Steiner. Historia 

Einzelschriften.  
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Conferre 

Some Recent Publications - cont’d  

Revues des étudiants | Student Journals 

Bitton-Ashkelony, B., de Bruyn, T.S., and Harrison, C. 

(eds.). (2015). Patristics in the Twenty-first Century. 

Proceedings of a Conference to Mark the 50th Anniver-

sary of the International Association of Patristic Stud-

ies. Turnhout: Brepols. 

de Bruyn, T.S. (2015). Appeals to the Intercessions of 

Mary in Greek Liturgical and Paraliturgical Texts from 

Egypt. In P. Allen, A. Külzer and L.M. Peltomaa (eds.), 

Presbeia Theotokou: The Intercessory Role of Mary 

across Times and Places in Byzantium (4th – 9th Centu-

ry), (pp.139-155). Vienna: Verlag der Österreichischen 

Akademie der Wissenschaften. 

de Bruyn, T.S. (2015). Christian Apocryphal and Ca-

nonical Narratives in Greek Amulets and Formularies in 

Late Antiquity. In P. Piovanello and T. Burke (eds.), 

Rediscovering the Apocryphal Continent: New Perspec-

tives on Early Christian and Late Antique Apocryphal 

Texts and Traditions, (pp.153-174).  Tubingen: Mohr 

Siebeck. 

de Bruyn, T.S. (2015). An Anatomy of Tradition: The 

Case of the charitêsion. Archiv für Religionsgeschichte, 

16, 31-50.   

Dijkstra, J. and Fisher, G. (eds.). (2014). Inside and 

Out: Interactions between Rome and the Peoples on the 

Arabian and Egyptian Frontiers in Late Antiquity. Late 

Antique History and Religion 8. Leuven: Peeters. xviii 

+ 481 pp. 

Greatrex, G., Elton, H. with the assistance of McMahon, 

L. (2015). Shifting Genres in Late Antiquity. London: 

Routledge. 358 pp. 

Kalulambi Pongo, M. (2016). Tourisme autochtone et dé-

veloppement en pays batwa. Paris: Éditions Karthala. 

Piovanelli, P. (2016). Apocryphités: Études sur les textes et 

les traditions scripturaires du judaïsme et du christianisme 

anciens. Turnhout: Brepols. 

Pummer, R. (2016). The Samaritans: A Profile. Grand 

Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans. 

Raghavan, S. (2016. )  Buddhist Monks and the Politics of 

Lanka's Civil War Ethnoreligious Nationalism of the Sinha-

la Saṅgha and Peacemaking in Sri Lanka, 1995-2010. 

Equinox Publishing. 

Serrati, J., Beck, H. and Jehne, M. (eds.). (2016). Money 

and Power in the Roman Republic. Brussels: Latomus. 

Serrati, J. (2016). Early Provincial Economies in the West: 

The lex Hieronica and the Financing of Roman Conquest. 

In H. Beck, M. Jehne and J. Serrati (eds.), Money and 

Power in the Roman Republic. Brussels: Latomus.114-130. 

Shipley, H. (Ed.), (2014). Globalized Religion and Sexual 

Identity. Leiden: Brill Academic Publishers. 

Vallely, A.  (2017).  Jainism and the Anthropology of Reli-

gions. In S. Coleman and J. Robbins (eds.). Oxford Hand-

book of the Anthropology of Religion. Oxford: Oxford Uni-

versity Press. 

La revue Conferre a été créée par l’Association étudiante du premier 

cycle des études anciennes. Les rédactrices en chef de la première 

edition , Sarah Wilkins et Nicole Iu, l’a lancé en 2015. The Conferre 

journal was created by the Student Association of Classical Studies 

for Undergraduate Studies. The Chief Editors of the first edition, 

Sarah Wilkins and Nicole Iu, launched the journal in 2015. 

La Revue des sciences des religions d’Ottawa a procédé au lance-

ment en 2009 et contiennent les meilleurs traveux de nos étudiant(e)s 

diplômé(e)s. The  Ottawa Journal of Religion was launched in 2009 

and showcases some of our graduate students’ best work. 
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Thèmes des cours de 2016 - 2017 : Premier cycle 

CLA 3110 A (Topics in Ancient History) - Septembre 2016 

History and Archaeology of Roman North Africa  

This course deals with the history and archaeology of 

ancient (western) North Africa with particular focus on 

Roman colonization, administration and urbanization. 

Topics include: prehistory of Maghreb; Punic Africa and 

the ascendancy of Carthage; Punic Wars; Imperial urban-

ization and cities; agriculture and economy; the early 

church, Septimius Severus and Leptis Magna, the Dona-

tist schism; Vandal occupation; Justinian re-conquest; 

Arab conquest. 

CLA 3110 B (Topics in Ancient History) – Janvier 2017 

The Hellenistic World 

The course covers the Hellenistic period of Mediterrane-

an history from Philip II and the rise of Macedonia to the 

final conquest of Egypt by the Romans in 30 BC.  It pro-

vides an in-depth analysis of the conquest and subse-

quent fragmentation of Alexander’s Empire, the econom-

ic and social organisation of the Successor states, the 

survival of smaller independent and federal states in the 

eastern and western Mediterranean, and the intervention 

of Rome in the Greek east.  Key themes include political, 

economic, and social movements, warfare, the evolution 

of monarchy and its role on religion, and the spread of 

Hellenic culture to the east and west.  The period be-

tween Alexander and Kleopatra is one of the most richly 

sourced from the entire ancient world, and the course 

will make use of this divergent material in order to shed 

light upon one of the most unique periods in ancient his-

tory.  

CLA 3130 (Topics in Greek and Latin Literature in Transla-

tion) – Septembre 2016 

The Poetry of Ovid 

The Roman poet Ovid (43 B.C.–A.D. 17) is most famous 

for his poem The Metamorphoses, a treasury of stories 

about such figures as Apollo and Daphne, Pyramus and 

Thisbe, and Pygmalion that became the standard hand-

book of Classical mythology for the Middle Ages and the 

Renaissance. He was also the author of playful love po-

ems that charmed his contemporaries and a humorous 

how-to manual of seduction that earned him the wrath of 

the Emperor Augustus and possibly contributed to his 

exile to the coast of the Black Sea. His poetry inspired 

countless authors, artists and musicians from Bernini to 

Bernard Shaw. This course will explore Ovid's poetry 

and poetic techniques, the portrait he paints of Rome and 

its society, and readings and reinterpretations of his work 

in later centuries. 

CLA 3510 A (Thèmes choisis en histoire ancienne) – Sep-

tembre 2016 

La démonologie dans le monde gréco-romain: du dai-

mon grec aux démons des chrétiens 

Les démons sont des êtres hostiles, terribles et malveil-

lants. Pourtant il n’en a pas toujours été ainsi. Avant les 

chrétiens le mot grec ‘‘daimon’’ définissait une catégorie 

d’êtres divins potentiellement aussi bons que mauvais. 

Ils pouvaient être des intermédiaires entre les dieux et les 

humains, des esprits d’hommes morts, des esprits 

‘‘personnels’’, ceux qui envoyaient des maladies… Ces 

conceptions populaires ont persisté durant toute l’anti-

quité gréco-romaine. Puis sous l’influence de certains 

courants philosophiques et du christianisme les démons 

sont devenus des êtres exclusivement mauvais et mal-

veillants. Dans ce cours nous retracerons à travers la lit-

térature classique et les courants philosophiques les dif-

férentes étapes de la ‘‘démonisation’’ du daimon grec. 

CLA 3510 B (Thèmes choisis en histoire ancienne) – Janvier 

2017 

Les barbares à l’assaut de l’Empire (376-410 apr. J.-

C.) 

Ce cours vise d’abord à étudier en profondeur une pé-

riode dite de « transition » dans le monde romain, soit 

celle qui débuta avec l’accueil des Tervinges et Greu-

thunges par Valens en 376. Nous verrons l’impact réel 

d’Andrinople, la montée de Théodose Ier et son rôle dans 

la barbarisation de l’armée, puis les évènements précipi-

tés par sa mort jusqu’au sac de Rome par Alaric en 410. 

Il sera surtout question d’un examen sociologique, à la 

fois des Barbares et des Romains. Entre autres choses, 

nous examinerons et évaluerons l’ensemble des sources 

latines et grecques sur cette période, puis nous concentre-

rons une partie du cours à comprendre l’implication de 

certaines des théories anthropologiques et sociologiques 
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les plus répandues pour se livrer à un tel examen. Nous 

nous intéresserons aussi à des thèmes très variés, tels que 

la logistique alimentaire et du transport, l’urbanisme, 

l’archéologie, l’art et la géographie. Bien sûr, l’étude de 

la trame évènementielle classique restera en toile de fond 

et orientera les thèmes de discussions. 

CLA 3530 (Thèmes choisis en littérature grecque et latine en 

traduction) – Janvier 2017 

La rhétorique dans l’Antiquité 

Qu’on la considère comme l’art de l’éloquence ou plutôt 

comme l’art de la persuasion, la rhétorique a profondé-

ment marqué la société gréco-romaine antique. Dans ce 

cours, nous verrons le développement de la science ora-

toire chez les Grecs et les Latins, de son apparition en 

Grèce au cinquième siècle avant notre ère, au rôle qu’elle 

a joué dans les premiers siècles chrétiens. Nous passe-

rons ainsi en revu les conditions qui ont mené à la nais-

sance de la rhétorique, sa popularisation par les so-

phistes, l’élaboration des premières théories (Platon et 

Aristote) ainsi que son extension dans le monde romain 

(la Rhétorique à Herennius, Cicéron et Quintilien). Avec 

l’appui de témoignages textuels (en traduction), nous 

verrons enfin de manière pratique l’influence de la théo-

rie rhétorique classique dans les œuvres et les discours 

des plus célèbres orateurs grecs et romains. 

CLA 4150 A (Seminar in Ancient History) – Septembre 2016 

Ancient Persia 

Although one of the most powerful empires of antiquity, 

the Persians are often presented as no more than antago-

nists and foils of classical Greece and Rome. This course 

will examine the rise of Persian civilization based on an 

array of ancient Near Eastern and Graeco-Roman sources 

in order to gain a more nuanced understanding of its 

originality and importance. 

CLA 4150 B (Seminar in Ancient History) - Janvier 

2017 

Greek Architectural Sculpture 

This seminar will focus on Greek architectural sculpture 

of the Archaic, Classical and Hellenistic periods. This 

body of material includes the pedimental sculptures, and 

sculpted friezes and reliefs (metopes) that adorned tem-

ples, treasuries, and monumental tombs. The Greeks 

were unique in their appreciation of architectural sculp-

ture not only in terms of its iconography as an important 

agent of public information (sometimes of a propagan-

distic nature), but also in more formal terms as a vital 

component of the architecture itself. We will explore this 

concept and consider the uses and organization 

(composition) of visual narrative and the possibilities of 

narrative inherent in architectural sculpture, an element 

which distinguishes it from sculpture in the round, and 

one which is more consistent with the medium of paint-

ing, including vase painting and possibly textiles.  The 

professor will lecture for the first seven weeks of class 

(until after study week). Thereafter students will present 

on specific monuments and topics assigned to them. 

CLA 4550 (Séminaire en histoire ancienne) - Septembre 2016 

L'Égypte hellénistique  

Lorsque Alexandre de Macédoine arrive en Égypte et 

décide de fonder la ville d'Alexandrie en 332 av. notre 

ère, il y a déjà des siècles que le monde hellénique entre-

tient d'étroites relations avec l'Égypte, ses dirigeants et 

ses divers conquérants. Ces dernières années, l'analyse 

des sources documentaires et les nombreuses décou-

vertes archéologiques ont accru notre compréhension des 

forces et traditions qui ont permis l'établissement d'un 

régime qui, en dépit de ses failles indéniables, se main-

tiendrait jusqu'à la mort de la dernière Cléopâtre en 30 

av. notre ère. Cette longévité fait de l'Égypte ptolé-

maïque le plus durable des royaumes hellénistiques fon-

dés par les généraux d'Alexandre sur les décombres de 

l'Empire perse. Nous examinerons les divers aspects de 

ce royaume, les fondements idéologiques du régime, les 

réalisations culturelles des Ptolémées et leurs relations 

avec le reste du monde méditerranéen.  

CLA 4551 (Séminaire en littérature ancienne) – Septembre 

2016 

Genre apologétique chrétien 

Ce cours étudiera les principaux textes chrétiens dits 

‘apologétiques’ ayant été rédigés en réaction à la critique 

intellectuelle gréco-romaine de l’antiquité tardive. Le 

cours a pour objectif d’analyser les œuvres d’apologistes 

renommés ayant défendu le christianisme contre des at-
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taques parfois assez dangereuses pour mener à la persé-

cution de chrétiens. Une attention particulière sera portée 

aux outils rhétoriques utilisés par chaque auteur pour 

contrer les adversaires du christianisme, ainsi qu’aux 

grands courants intellectuels dans lesquels leur travail 

s’inscrit. Le cours traitera également, par extension, du 

développement qu’a connu le christianisme à travers ces 

apologies.  

LCL 4100 (Latin Authors) – Septembre 2016 

Vergil, Aeneid, Book VI 

The aim is to translate the Sixth Book of Vergil’s Aene-

id, on the theme of Aeneas’ Descent into Hades in the 

living flesh, with understanding of the grammar, subject-

matter, and hexameter poetry. Vergil’s treatment of the 

theme is the culmination of a long tradition of Descents 

into the Underworld with enormous influence of its own 

upon later literature. 

LCL 4150 (Greek Authors) - Janvier 2017 

Xenophon, Anabasis 

In this course, we will read selections from the seven 

books of Xenophon's military history, the Anabasis. 

Written in a clear and direct style in the Attic dialect, the 

Anabasis is the vivid autobiographical account of an 

Athenian mercenary fighting in the Persian civil war of 

401 BCE and the army's arduous two-year trek to escape 

from hostile territory. In addition to being the first ex-

tended autobiographical work in ancient literature, the 

text is valuable for its incisive view into Greek warfare 

and Xenophon's incorporation of Socratic philosophy 

into military life. The objective for this course will be to 

develop further the knowledge of the fundamentals of 

Ancient Greek grammar and syntax, and to apply that 

knowledge to the reading of continuous, original Greek 

prose. 

2016-2017 Course Themes: Graduate Programs 

 

CLA5902 RECHERCHE SCIENTIFIQUE ET 

MÉTHODOLOGIE II / SCHOLARLY RESEARCH 

AND METHODOLOGY II  

 Hiver |Winter – Jitse Dijkstra 

This course is a sequel to ‘Research and Methodology I’ 

given in the first semester. The latter course provided a 

historical background of the Late Antique period, sup-

ported by introductory classes on basic methodologies 

used to study this period. In this course the acquired 

knowledge will be deepened with detailed discussions of 

several larger themes of study. Presentations by scholars 

will give the students an idea of the variety of research 

that is conducted and the problems at stake. A further 

aim of this course is to prepare the students for the writ-

ing of their MA-thesis through the presentation of a 

chapter in a seminar. 

CLA5921 ROME ET LES SASSANIDES / ROME 

AND THE EAST  

Automne | Fall - Geoffrey Greatrex 

Examen des relations entre l'Iran et l'Empire romain 

d'Orient depuis la prise de pouvoir des Sassanides jus-

qu'aux victoires de l'empereur Héraclius. 

SRS5902 TEXTES ET RÉCITS RELIGIEUX / RE-

LIGIOUS TEXTS AND NARRATIVES  

Automne | Fall – Pierluigi Piovanelli 

Jewish Mysticism and Kabbalah: New Trends in Re-

cent Scholarship 

The goal of this seminar is to provide an introduction to 

the study of Jewish mysticism since the publication of 

the first edition, in 1941, of Gershom Scholem’s seminal 

monograph "Major Trends in Jewish Mysticism". If 

Scholem is to be credited with the creation of an entirely 

new field of studies, some of his methodologies and in-

terpretations, not to say his own political agenda, have 

been called into to question by his successors, notably by 

Moshe Idel and Peter Schäfer. Moreover, a new genera-

tion of “postmodern” scholars is now more sensitive to 

previously neglected areas of Jewish mysticism includ-

ing recent evolutions of Kabbalah or women and ques-

tions of gender. The joint reading of a choice of primary 

sources, together with the relevant chapters of Major 

Trends in Jewish Mysticism and, in parallel, Frederick 
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Greenspahn’s anthology "Jewish Mysticism and Kabba-

lah: New Insights and Scholarship", will allow us not 

only to put Scholem’s work into historiographical per-

spective but also to gain a better understanding of how 

contemporary scholars conceptualize the variety of phe-

nomena that fall under the umbrella of Jewish mysticism. 

SRS5926 La religion dans l’antiquité tardive : « La 

magie » | Religion in Late Antiquity: ‘Magic’ 

CLA5924 Aspects de l’histoire de l’antiquité tardive : 

« La magie » | Topics in Late Antique History : 

‘Magic’  

Hiver | Winter – Theodore deBruyn 

In the Graeco-Roman world people resorted to practices 

classified as ‘magic’ to ascertain what might happen in 

the future, obtain healing from sickness, protect against 

evil powers, and secure an advantage in business, love, 

and sport. The practices were at once commonplace and 

problematic; widely attested in material culture and liter-

ary texts, yet also suspect and constrained by authorities. 

By the end of the Roman empire, during the period 

known as Late Antiquity, the practices also draw on and 

play out in several interrelated cultures: Egyptian, Grae-

co-Roman, Jewish, Christian.  

 This course will study these practices from a number of 

current scholarly approaches. These address such ques-

tions as: What is the material and textual evidence for the 

practices? How are the experts who provided the services 

described and what was their location in society? What 

perceptions or assumptions about the supernatural world 

and its interaction with the natural world underlie or in-

form the practices? What are the ideological biases of the 

sources that discuss these practices and experts, and what 

can we learn about the preoccupations of authorities 

from their discourse about these practices and experts? 

What categories should we use today to describe and 

explain these practices and experts? In the readings and 

discussions of the course, as well as in our own research 

projects, we will assess the strengths and limitations of 

these various approaches to the study of ‘magic’ in Late 

Antiquity. 

SRS6900 ÉTUDE COMPARATIVE DU RELI-

GIEUX  | COMPARATIVE STUDY OF RELIGION 

Hiver | Winter – Michel Gardaz 

The Contemporary Study of Mysticism 

The main purpose of the seminar is to explore the con-

temporary trends in the study of mysticism. We will ex-

amine several mystical traditions among world religions 

and later analyse the most important contemporary meth-

odological approaches (contextualism, social constructiv-

ism, neo-perennialism, and neuroscientific) used to the 

study mysticism.  

SRS6921 - LA RELIGION DANS LE CANADA 

D’AUJOURD’HUI | RELIGION IN CONTEMPO-

RARY CANADA 

Automne | Fall – Peter Beyer 

La religion au Canada depuis la Deuxième guerre mon-

diale; analyses sociologiques, anthropologiques ou histo-

riques. / Religion in Canada since the Second World 

War; sociological, anthropological or historical analyses. 

The seminar will use religion and Canada as concrete 

cases for the extended examination of the construction, 

use, and development of theory in religious studies re-

search, in particular in relation to the observation, pro-

duction, and interpretation of empirical data and in rela-

tion to received scholarly and popular discourses on 

these subjects. Students will be expected to apply the 

material and discussions of the seminar to their own re-

search specializations, whether or not these are focussed 

on Canada. Readings will be moderate in volume, with 

more emphasis put on students developing their skills in 

the use of theory and in logical and critical thinking.  

Le cours se servira de la religion et du Canada en tant 

que cas concrets pour l’examen approfondi de la cons-

truction, de l’utilisation et du développement de la théo-

rie dans la recherche en sciences des religions, notam-

ment en ce qui concerne l’observation, la production et 

l’interprétation des données empiriques et par rapport 

aux discours scientifique et populaires reçus sur ces su-

jets. Les étudiants seront appelés à appliquer les contenus 

et les discussions du séminaire à leurs propres spécialisa-

tions de recherche, qu’elles soient axées sur le Canada ou 

non. Les lectures seront modérées en volume, avec plus 

d’accent sur le développement des compétences dans 

l’utilisation de la théorie et dans la pensée logique et cri-

tique. 
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Centre de formation continue | Centre for Continuing Education 

Ancient Roman Décor: Visual Arts in Daily Life 

Marie-Luce Constant - Part-Time Professor, Classics 

What did a comfortable Roman home look like? Were 

the Romans keen on interior design? What type of fur-

niture did they look for? How did they furnish their 

kitchens, bathrooms, patios? Did they enjoy dining al 

fresco in balmy weather? What plants or trees did they 

grow in their gardens? 

Lush and vibrant, decor was essential to Roman daily 

life. Intricate mosaics and multi-coloured murals de-

picting mythological characters, scenes of daily life, 

imaginary landscapes or fantastic creatures transformed 

the most ordinary atrium or dining room. Ornamental 

gardens served as a backdrop to an eclectic array of 

statuary and featured attractive, artificially-created 

“natural” settings, gracious fountains, 

mazes, and exotic vegetation. This illus-

trated lecture series will travel back in 

time and across the Roman Empire, from 

Western Europe to Asia Minor, from 

North Africa to Britain, to explore the art 

of living among the ancient Romans. 

Creating Christians: The Social World of Early 

Christianity 

Heather Barkman  - PhD Candidate, Religious Studies 

Christianity emerged neither fully-formed nor in a vac-

uum. Rather, it was a dynamic product of the social and 

religious landscape of the first-century Roman Empire. 

Over six weeks, this course will give an overview of 

the way in which Christianity grew from a minor Jew-

ish sect in the first century to the religion of the Empire 

by the end of the fourth. Using historical analysis of 

primary sources such as New Testament texts, non-

canonical gospels, letters, treatises, and archaeological 

remains, we will attempt to reconstruct the world that 

helped to shape Christianity as it spread. Through lec-

tures and group discussions, we will examine the ways 

that men and women thought about this new movement 

and observe how some of these 

traces can still be seen today. 

Situé au 12ieme étage du Pavillon Desmarais, le Centre de formation continue de l’université offre des cours non crédi-

tés au public. | Located on the 12th floor of the Desmarais Building, the University’s Centre for Continuing Education 

offers non-credited courses open to the general public.  

Les cours ci-dessous ont été offerts par les professeurs à temps partial et les étudiants du troisieme cycles de notre dépar-

tement. Pour voir l’offre des cours actuels, veuillez visiter https://continue.uottawa.ca/fr/page/notre-sujet The following 

courses were offered by our Department’s part-time professors and graduate students. To see the current course offer-

ings, please visit https://continue.uottawa.ca/en/page/about-us   

Trésors archéologiques de la Grèce ancienne 

Denis Renaud  - Professeur à temps partiel, Études 

anciennes 

Athènes, Troie, Mycènes, Cnossos, Pergame : autant de 

noms légendaires qui évoquent la richesse culturelle de 

la civilisation grecque. Revivez les grandes fouilles qui 

ont jeté la lumière sur l’une des civilisations phares de 

l’humanité. Voyez comment l’architecture, la céra-

mique, la sculpture et les arts mineurs témoignent, en-

core aujourd’hui, de l’héritage grec dans notre monde. 

"“She is an excellent and very 

interesting speaker. This was a most 

enjoyable class." 
 

                - Testimonial from student 

of Marie-Luce Constant’s class 

The Revelation of Canadian Soldiers’ History 

through Battlefield Archaeology 

Denis Renaud  - Part-Time Professor, Classics 

Discover the daily life of Canadian soldiers during both 

world wars: see how archaeology goes beyond numbers 

and figures to bring to light the European journey of 

these courageous, resilient men and women, whose leg-

acy is still vividly remembered in Europe, a continent 

they helped free. 
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Maisons et jardins à la Romaine: couleurs fulgu-

rantes et illusions d'optique 

Marie-Luce Constant, Professeure à temps partiel, 

Études anciennes 

À quoi ressemblait une maison romaine confortable? Les 

Romains s’intéressaient-ils à leur décor intérieur? Quel 

genre de mobilier recherchaient-ils? Comment meu-

blaient-ils leurs cuisines, salles de bains ou terrasses? 

Dînaient-ils en plein air à la belle saison? Quels arbres 

ou plantes cultivaient-ils dans leurs jardins? 

La décoration intérieure était en fait fort prisée dans le 

monde romain. Les mosaïques finement ouvragées et les 

fresques multicolores représentant des divinités, des 

scènes de la vie quotidienne, des paysages imaginaires 

ou des créatures fantastiques transformaient le plus pro-

saïque des atriums et la plus banale des salles à manger. 

Les jardins ornementaux, où s’épanouissait un milieu « 

naturel » recréé, orné de gracieuses fontaines, de laby-

rinthes et de verdure exotique, mettaient en relief une 

statuaire fort variée. Ce cours très illustré nous mènera, 

en remontant le temps, de l’Europe occidentale à l’Asie 

mineure, de l’Afrique du Nord à la Grande-Bretagne, en 

quête de l’art de vivre dans le monde romain. 

Maclean's 2015 Canadian Universities Guidebook lists the Ro-

man Civilization course (CLA1102) taught by Dr. Richard Bur-

gess as a “cool” course  described as follows:  

‘Explores aspects of Roman civilization, such as literature, art, 

architecture, engineering and politics, using pop culture refer-

ences from Star Wars, Game of Thrones and Buffy the Vampire 

Slayer.’ 

Dr. Burgess teaching CLA1102 - Toga Day 

Photo courtesy of  Robert Lacombe 

Professor Burgess’ Course Recognized by Maclean’s 
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Prix - Corps professoral | Awards - Faculty Members : 2014-2016 

de Bruyn, Theodore - Associate Professor, Religious 

Studies 

Honorary Professor of the Universidad Católica de Cuyo  

In August 2014, Dr. de Bruyn was appointed an Honor-

ary Professor of the Universidad Católica de Cuyo, San 

Juan, Argentina, for his work as president of the Interna-

tional Association of Patristic Studies. 

En août 2014, M. de Bruyn fut nommé professeur hono-

raire de l’Universidad Católica de Cuyo, San Juan, en 

Argentine, pour son travail en tant que président de 

l’Association Internationale d’Études Patristiques. 

 

Beaman, Lori G. - CRC, Religious Studies 

MCRI—Major Collaborative Research Initiatives  

Lori Beaman was awarded an MCRI grant of $2.5 mil-

lion for a 7 year period for her Religion and Diversity 

Project of which she is the Project Director. 

 

Beaman, Lori G. - CRC, Religious Studies 

Canadian Federation for the Humanities and Social Sci-

ences, ASPP subsidy  

Lori Beaman was awarded $8000 in 2014 by the 

CFHSS’s Awards to Scholarly Publications Program for 

her publication entitled Religion in the Public Sphere: 

Canadian Case Studies.  

 

Beaman, Lori G. - CRC, Religious Studies 

Rockefeller Foundation Bellagio Center  

Lori Beaman was awarded a residency during the fall of 

2014 in the Rockefeller Foundation Bellagio Center in 

Bellagio, Italy. 

 

Loube, Heather - Part-Time Professor, Classics 

AIA’s Foot Soldier Award 

Heather Loube received the Foot Soldier award for her 

dedication, expertise and years of service in multiple ca-

pacities at the Local Society level of the AIA. 

 

Reinhartz, Adele - Full Professor, Religious Studies 

Corcoran Visiting Chair  &   

H. Hooker Distinguished Visiting Professor  

Adele Reinhartz holds the Corcoran Visiting Chair in 

Jewish-Christian relations at the Center for Christian-

Jewish Learning at Boston College (2015-2017). Adele 

also served as the Lyman H. Hooker Distinguished Visit-

ing Professor at McMaster University in January 2016. 

 

Reinhartz, Adele - Full Professor, Religious Studies 

SSHRC Insight Grant  

Adele Reinhartz was awarded a SSHRC grant of 

$183,035 for a 5 year period for her project entitled Sou-

tanes et sacrements: The Catholic Church in Québécois 

Feature Films since the Quiet Revolution. Lori Beaman 

is a collaborator in the project. 

 

Schlapbach, Karin - Associate Professor Classics 

Mary White Prize  

In 2015, Karin Schlapbach was awarded the Mary White 

Prize for Best Article in Phoenix for 2015 for her article 

“Music and Meaning in Longus’ Daphnis and Chloe: 

The Inset Tales in Their Performative Settings” (Phoenix 

69.1-2, 79-99).  

Les bénévoles travaillant au Musée d’antiquités gréco-

romaines. Pour devenir un/e bénévoles, contactez le 

Département.  

Volunteers working in the Museum of Classical Antiq-

uities. To become a volunteer, email the Department. 
 

Secretaire.Etud.anc.ReligionsClassics.Religion.Secretary 

@uottawa.ca  
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Prix - Étudiant(e)s - Awards - Students 

Belanger Sarazzin, Roxanne - PhD Candidate, Reli-

gious Studies 

SSHRC Grant 

Barkman, Heather - PhD Graduate,  Religious 

Studies 

SSHRC Grant   

North American Patristics Society (NAPS) Dissertation 

Research Grant ($5000) : Awarded to PhD students 

who are in the writing phase of their degree in order to 

assist with their research costs. 

Colette, Shelly - PhD Graduate - Religious Studies 

Elisabeth Schüssler Fiorenza New Scholar Award  

Former student, graduated in 2012 under the direction 

of Dr. Pierluigi Piovanelli, Shelly Colette received the 

award for her article entitled "Eroticizing Eve: A Nar-

rative Analysis of Eve Images in Fashion Magazine 

Advertising", published in the Fall 2015 edition of the 

Journal of Feminist Studies in Religion. 

Cusack, Christine - PhD Candidate, Religious Stud-

ies 

SSHRC - Joseph-Armand Bombardier Canada Gradu-

ate Scholarship - 2015 – 2018 

Giroux, Chandra - MA Graduate, Classics 

SSHRC Grant 

Morality in Plutarch's Life of Cimon 

Chandra Giroux began her Masters in Classics at the 

University of Ottawa in September 2014 under the su-

pervision of Karin Schlapbach. Chandra is very excited 

to have been awarded SSHRC for the 2014/2015 year 

and is looking forward to pursuing her PhD in the fall 

of 2016. 

Houle, Mélanie - PhD Candidate, Sciences des reli-

gions 

Mention d’honneur par l’Université d’Ottawa pour son 

travail d’assistante dans le cours CLA/HIS2503 de 

l’automne 2014. 

Melanson, Marie-Eve - Religious Studies 

FRQ et SSHRC Grants 

Steele, Connor - PhD Candidate, Religious Studies 

SSHRC Grant 

Swain, Stacie - MA Candidate, Religious Studies 

SSHRC Grant  

Récipiendaires du Prix Domenico Fasciano de la Fondation 

Humanitas pour les humanités gréco-latines au Québec 
Félicitations à nos étudiant(e)s qui sont les récipiendaires du Prix Domenico Fasciano!  

Veuillez consulter la section ‘Félicitations à nos diplômé(e)s’ pour les titres de  thèses et noms de directeurs.  

D. Miletti 

P. St-Amour 

C. Giroux R. Bélnager Sarrazin 

A. Alrifaee 
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Activités du département | Departmental Events : 2016-2017 

Graduate Colloquium 
University of Ottawa 

  Gradaute students Connor Steele, Scott Craig, Emily  

Laflèche, Keelin Pringnitz, Zaheeda Alibhai and Stacie 

Swain gave presentations on their thesis topics. 

Patrick Roussel  
Université d’Ottawa 

Le sac de Rome en 410 : entre mythe et réalité 

  M. Roussel a examiné le sac de Rome de 410 d'après le 

témoignage des sources anciennes, mais en s'intéressant 

davantage à la trame évènementielle.  

Toph Marshall  
University of British Columbia  

Subsequent Medeas 

  Dr. Marshall examined the popularity of the Medea 

story onstage in the years after Euripides' play.  

Michael Bonner  
University of Toronto 

The Glory of Iran in Late Antiquity 

Fabrizio Vecoli  
Université de Montréal 

La décision du moine  

Re-storying Canada:  

Reconsidering Religion and Public Memory in 

2017  

This conference highlighted contemporary explorations 

of the troubled relationships between indigenous and 

non-indigenous peoples, including the legacies of 

religious, cultural and linguistic imposition and 

resistance.  

Dr. Anderson, Department of Classics and Religious 

Studies, University of Ottawa, organized the conference 

with Hillary Kaell of Concordia University and Pamela 

Klassen of the University of Toronto.  

Website: http://artsites.uottawa.ca/restorying-canada 

Le département offre régulièrement des événements pour les étudiants, les professeurs et le grand public. Voici, ci-

dessous, un exemple de colloques étudiants, de présentations publiques et d’événements spéciaux qui ont eu lieu pen-

dant l’année dernière. Pour des renseignements à propos des activités à venir, veuillez écrire à Fanny Beaulieu, la se-

crétaire, chez                                                                                                                                                                     

Secretaire.Etud.anc.Religions-Classics.Religion.Secretary@uottawa.ca. 

- - - - - - - - - - 

The Department offers regular events for students, professors and the general public. Below is an example of student 

colloquia, public lectures and special events that took place in the past year. For information about events in the com-

ing year, please email Fanny Beaulieu, the Secretary, at                                                                                               

Secretaire.Etud.anc.Religions-Classics.Religion.Secretary@uottawa.ca.  

Catherine Feeley  
Bishop’s University 

The female Roman gaze  

Ariane Magny   

Université d’Ottawa 

Le culte des statues chez les philosophes Néoplatoniciens 



28 

Études anciennes et sciences des religions                                                                                                 Classics and Religious Studies 

 

Dans le média | In the Media 

Anderson, Emma - Full Professor, Religious Studies 

National Post Radio, Sirius Satellite XL  

On April 11, 2016, Emma Anderson was interviewed by 

Matt Guerney on Pope Francis and his ‘Joy of Love’ ex-

hortation on the family. 

 

Anderson, Emma - Full Professor, Religious Studies 

CTV News Ottawa Evening News at Six 

On Septebmer 25, 2015, Emma Anderson was inter-

viewed by Eric Longley on the significance of Pope 

Francis’ visit to the United States. 

 

Anderson, Emma - Full Professor, Religious Studies 

L’heure de pointe Toronto avec Line Boily 

Le 21 septembre 2015 Mme. Anderson a été interviewée 

à propos du voyage du Pape François aux États-Unis. 

 

Beaman, Lori - CRC, Religious Studies 

Faith in All Fairness, Research Perspectives  

On February 6, 2015, Lori Beaman was interviewed by 

Alan Morantz about the Religious and Diversity Project. 

http://research.uottawa.ca/perspectives/faith-all-fairness 

 

Beaman, Lori - CRC, Religious Studies 

The Charter of Quebec Values: Off the Cuff, The Imma-

nent Frame  

Lori Beaman was invitied to comment on the Charter of 

Quebec. Her contribution can be found at this link http://

blogs.ssrc.org/tif/2014/02/20/the-charter-of-quebec-

values/  

 

Côté, Dominique - Directeur du département 

Les voies du retour (Les chercheurs), Ici Radio-Canada 

Première 

13 mai 2016 à 17h00 - Au sujet de sa recherche 

Le 13 mai 2016 à 17h00 M. Côté a été interviewé à 

propos de sa recherche par Daniel Mathieu dans le cadre 

de la chronique Les chercheurs. 

 

Dijkstra, Jitse - Full Professors, Classical Studies 

Studies 

VoiceAmerica Variety Channel 

On October 29, 2014, Jitse Dijkstra was interviewed in 

New York by Dr. Schuldenrein about the Jewish Com-

munity of Elephantine in the 5th Century BCE on the 

show Indiana Jones: Myth, Reality and 21st Century Ar-

chaeology. 

 

Gardaz, Michel - Professeur agrégé 

Ici Radio Canada 

M. Gardaz a été interviewé le 1 juin 2013 par Danièle 

Grenier sur son roman Histoire d’une reincarnation - Sur 

la route des derviches. 

Greatrex, Geoffrey - Professeur titulaire - Études an-

ciennes 

Espéranto: une langue neutre et equitable, TFO 24.7 

M. Greatrex a participé à un reportage de TFO 24.7 sur 

l’Espéranto. 

 

Renaud, Denis - Professeur à temps partiel - Études 

anciennes 

Il faut trouver le soldat Fox  

M. Renaud a été interviewé par Patrick Duquette du jour-

nal Le Droit à propos de ses recherches. 

 

Le Droit. Le 27 mai 2015. http://www.lapresse.ca/le-droit/

chroniqueurs/patrick-duquette/201505/27/01-4872923-il

-faut-trouver-le-soldat-fox.php  

Swain, Stacie - PhD Candidate, Religious Studies 

Equinox Publishing’s “Bulletin for the study of Reli-

gion” Blog  

A piece by Stacie Swain reflecting on method and theory 

in Religious Studies was published, and received a great 

amount of exposure in the social media sphere, including 

reshares by several established scholars and other Reli-

gious Studies departments. http://

bulletin.equinoxpub.com/2015/12/searching-for-method-

in-a-sea-of-theory-or-how-i-doi- 

even-do-this/?shared=email&msg=fail 

http://blogs.ssrc.org/tif/2014/02/20/the-charter-of-quebec-values/
http://blogs.ssrc.org/tif/2014/02/20/the-charter-of-quebec-values/
http://blogs.ssrc.org/tif/2014/02/20/the-charter-of-quebec-values/
http://www.lapresse.ca/le-droit/chroniqueurs/patrick-duquette/201505/27/01-4872923-il-faut-trouver-le-soldat-fox.php
http://www.lapresse.ca/le-droit/chroniqueurs/patrick-duquette/201505/27/01-4872923-il-faut-trouver-le-soldat-fox.php
http://www.lapresse.ca/le-droit/chroniqueurs/patrick-duquette/201505/27/01-4872923-il-faut-trouver-le-soldat-fox.php
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Sean M. Kelly  (Hons. B.A. 2004 -  Lawyer) 

In retrospect, I would say first that the study of Latin greatly improved my writing by refining and deepening my under-

standing of the syntax and grammar of both English and French.  Second, it instilled a sense of the discipline and perse-

verance without which a language—be it living or dead—cannot be learned. Third, and perhaps to my own surprise, I 

have found that a knowledge of Latin continues to carry with it a certain cachet, and that interviewers have frequently ex-

pressed an interest in my study of the language, affording me the opportunity to explain how it has equipped me with a set 

of skills and habits of work which are of far broader application than one might suspect before learning them. 

Montreuil, Julie 

B.A. with specialization in Classical Studies with minor 

in Art History  

I obtained my B.A. with specialization in Classical Stud-

ies with minor in Art History in 2012. The first two cours-

es I ever took in Classical Studies were Professor Dijks-

tra’s Archaeological Methods and Techniques and Profes-

sor Constant’s Art romain. I was hooked from then on.  I 

participated in many activities planned by the Department 

of Classics and Religious Studies and by SACS.  Eventu-

ally, I became a member of SACS as the archaeological 

representative. I met wonderful people, peers and profes-

sors, some of whom I am still great friends with today.  

The Department has many advantages, the biggest being 

its small size. Students are able to interact with other stu-

dents and develop friendships. They are able to connect 

with professors, which helps them academically, but also 

professionally. The professors are highly qualified in their 

areas of expertise and they always took the time to foster 

excellence in students. Personally, the professors who 

taught me helped me develop two specific skills that I 

think are invaluable: the ability to write and to think criti-

cally.  After my B.A., I continued with a M.A. in Classi-

cal Archaeology at the University of Alberta. I felt like I 

had a solid foundation going into my M.A., thanks to the 

abilities I had developed at Ottawa U. I have much of the 

Department of Classics to thank for that. 

Since the completion of my M.A. in 2014, I have been 

working full-time. My job is very detail-oriented and writ-

ing and critical thinking is very much an everyday asset. I 

am still very involved in my area of study: archaeology. I 

have joined associations and participated in their events 

and initiatives.  I have also started working with an ar-

chaeologist from France doing research on prosopograph-

ical studies  of World War One.  

Megan Falconer 

Honours Bachelor of Arts with specialization in Classics, 

2008 

PhD candidate in Classics, University of Calgary 

I graduated from the University of Ottawa with an hon-

ours degree in Classics in 2008. Originally, I was enrolled 

in Chemistry; however, I filled my elective slots with his-

tory, languages, and myth courses until it became clear 

that I was in the wrong program. It was only after a year 

and a half in the sciences that it became clear: Classics 

alone could offer me the diverse range of subjects that 

satisfied my curiosity. Classics sets no real limit on the 

scope of a topic as long as it’s set in the ancient world. In 

the same semester, a student can be taking Latin, ancient 

Greek, philosophy, technological history, and a political 

seminar, all offered through the same department. Not 

only does a Classics program afford the opportunity to 

expand a student’s skills in critical thinking, oral and writ-

ten communication, and language development, but it also 

opens up a window to understanding a whole world from 

which the twenty-first century evolved. It’s surprising 

how much of modern fiction, recent history, religious tra-

ditions, politics, and even modern medicine draws from 

the ancient Greeks and Romans. 

As a PhD candidate in the department of Greek and Ro-

man Studies at the University of Calgary, I have wit-

nessed the development of this awareness in undergradu-

ate students. Fascination fuels the drive to learn as much 

as possible in such a short time about the ancient, and by 

extension modern, world. Students develop critical think-

ing and analytical skills as they study ancient sources and 

begin to comment on trends in Greek and Roman litera-

ture, history, and material culture (among other such top-

ics). Further, they learn not one but several languages in 

the pursuit of this degree. At the moment, I can read in 

four languages and am developing my skills in a fifth. 
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Joshua Buck    (Major in Classical Studies, 2013) 

Let me begin by saying that if there is one thing I learned by studying Classics it is that it is a way of life; you don’t just study 

Classics for a time and then move on to something else, but rather Classical Studies penetrates every aspect of your world. I 

have many friends who studied things like International Relations, Political Science, Anthropology, etc. and I have come to the 

conclusion that all such ‘Arts’ and ‘Sciences’ derive from Classics and are merely shadows or offshoots of it. Studying Clas-

sics allows us to critically analyze the social behaviours of our society, to solve problems, to assess the wisest decision before 

us, to learn from the greatest minds of the past in order to grab hold of our present and future, and to give us insight into the 

moral foundation which is right and just for our free society. Studying Classics teaches us about the origins of our freedoms 

and democracy and enables us to understand where our great Western nation came from. 

I am one year out of University and was able to land a job immediately after graduating. I am currently working as a personal 

assistant to one of our federal government’s foremost ministers, briefing him on meetings and ensuring that his job runs 

smoothly. The attainment of my job was a liminal process which studying Classics helped me to navigate. Virtues learned 

through reading Thucydides and Seneca shaped my self-awareness and confidence. Classics gave me the foresight to see 

whom to associate with, how to associate with them, and where to most effectively spend my time. I have been able to apply 

what I learned in my courses and in my extracurricular readings in every day contexts of right and wrong—or more aptly, right 

and more right. Classics gave me the mental awareness and assertiveness required to provide practical advice in a timely and 

professional manner, as well as to receive criticism and apply it immediately. What is more, I have been able to communicate 

on an intellectual level with my colleagues in a way that I observe is much weaker for my peers from different disciplines. 

Many University programs equip you with theories, but Classics equips you for life. A wise man once said, "Education is not 

preparation for life; it is life itself." One could easily substitute it thus, "Classics is not preparation for life; Classics is life it-

self." 

Where I recognize the tenuous nature of the business of politics, I believe my education in Classics has equipped me to suc-

ceed in any walk of life. I appreciate your taking the time to hear our stories and to help raise awareness of the gem that study-

ing Classics is. It is a shame that so many students grow up these days without knowing a single thing about the Classics, 

whereas up until the mid-twentieth century an education in Classics was an essential part of everyone’s lives. 

Dana Arrowsmith (Honours bachelor of arts with specialization in Classics, 2009) 

Studying Classics at U of O was truly one of the most enjoyable times of my life. I got my Classics degree a few years 

after completing another undergrad degree in Criminology. Before then, I didn’t think the word ‘academics’ and the 

word ‘fun’ could co-exist. And even though I didn’t end up going into the field as a career (at least not yet), I know that I 

am better off for it today. 

In 2008, I was able to participate in an archaeological field school in Greece for credit, under the supervision of Prof. 

Dijkstra. It was an experience I will never forget, and I have made an effort to volunteer for archaeological excavations 

every year since then. I have studied human remains from Roman burials in Spain, dug an Etruscan cemetery site in 

Italy, excavated a Neolithic settlement and Medieval castle in England, and travelled to Greece again to volunteer for an 

investigation into the mysterious disappearance of an ancient city. Participating in excavations is a fantastic excuse for a 

holiday! It allows you to see (and live in) parts of a country you wouldn’t have otherwise visited. It’s a chance to really 

get to know the people that live there, and meet tons of fantastic people from, literally, all over the world. When most 

people come back from a vacation, they come back with a few pictures and a sunburn. When I come back from a 

vacation, I come back with a deeper knowledge of the history of mankind. I come back with a better understanding of 

another culture and maybe even a few words in another language. I come back with a sweet tan and a dozen or two more 

Facebook friends...and yeah, I probably also have a few pictures. 

My current public service job isn’t exactly a roller coaster of excitement, but I look forward every year to my ‘other 

job’...one that might not pay, but the benefits are more than worth it. 
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Joshua Burrill 

Major in Classical Studies, 2012 

LL.B. (London, UK; 2015) 

Classics has served my academic career more than I had anticipated. I had always had the intention of studying law fol-

lowing my undergraduate degree, and I was aware that Classics would serve as a fascinating basis to this interest. 

Whether one considers the laws of Ancient Rome, for example the Lex Aquilla, which essentially sets forth ancient tort 

law, or the earliest known codified laws from Hammourabi, it is plain to see that law had a massive influence in the an-

cient world. Most important, the lecturers at uOttawa had just as much interest in the legal side of ancient history as I 

had. This is obvious in Prof. Holden and Prof. Burgess’ Roman history courses and Prof. Djikstra’s course on antiquity 

Egypt. Studying Classics also forced me to interpret ancient texts within their contexts, since many sources, such as pa-

pyri or Herodotus’ historical writings, required a certain degree of skepticism that I find myself using when reading cas-

es and interpreting laws. Overall, the breadth of legal history and the honing of analytical abilities made my time study-

ing Classics more than worth it, as it has proven to be an asset throughout my legal career. 

Alumni Testimonials - cont’d 

É t ud es  an c i enn es  e t  S c i en ces  d es  R e l i g io n s  |  C l a s s i c s  an d  R el i g i o us  S tu d ie s  

Contributions | Contribute 

Si vous désirez contribuer au prochain bulletin, veuillez communiquer avec Sandra Clark au smclark@uottawa.ca  

If you would like to contribute to the next newsletter, please contact Sandra Clark at smclark@uottawa.ca 

- - - - -  

Liste d’envoi ou commentaires ou questions | Join Mailing List or Feedback and Queries 

Si vous désirez vous abonner à notre liste d’envoi pour les prochains bulletins et nos activités à venir ou si vous avez des questions à 

propos de nos programmes, de nos activités de recherches ou d’un projet spécifique, veuillez communiquer avec Fanny Beaulieu au 

Secretaire.Etud.anc.Religions-Classics.Religion.Secretary@uottawa.ca 
 

If you would like to join our mailing list for future newsletters and events announcements, or if you would like to find out more 

about our  programs, about our research activities, or a specific project, please contact Fanny Beaulieu at                                        

Secretaire.Etud.anc.Religions-Classics.Religion.Secretary@uottawa.ca 

 

- - - - - 

Les dons | Donations 

Nous avons besoins de fonds pour soutenir les activités de nos étudiant(e)s. Si vous pouvez faire un don, nous serons très reconnais-

sants.   We are in need of funds to support our student activities. If you would like to donate, we would be most grateful.  

 

- - - - - 

Comment faire un don | How to Donate 

To donate to our Department, please visit:  https://alumni.uottawa.ca/donation-form Once there, click on the ‘Search all funds’ link 

in the ‘Designation’ section. In the next window, enter either ‘Classics’ or ‘Religious Studies’ in the ‘Fund name (keyword) ‘field. 

Click the ‘Search’ button. The fund will appear below. To donate, click on the fund name.     

 

Pour faire un don à notre département, veuillez visiter la page https://alumni.uottawa.ca/donation-form Cliquez sur le lien ’Cherchez 

tous les fonds’. Dans le champs ‘Nom de fonds (mot clé)’ entrez soit Études anciennes ou Sciences des religions. Cliquez le bouton 

‘Chercher’. Le nom du fond apparaîtra. Pour faire le don, cliquez sur le nom du fond. 
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