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Department of Geography     Professor: Huhua CAO 

University of Ottawa Email: caohuhua@uottawa.ca 

 

GEG 4920: Field Camp 2021 

URBAN GEOGRAPHY 

Online course 

 

 

GOALS AND OBJECTIVES: 

 

The goals and objectives of this field camp are to improve your ability in research methods and 

techniques that are used in urban geography. The focus of this course will be researching social 

integration in multiethnic neighborhoods in a city, with an emphasis on observation and survey 

development. During the week, you will be presented with a series of activities that are each 

designed to strengthen your research skills. These exercises are designed to complement one 

another; the data and findings from one activity can help with interpretation of the data from 

another. These activities will provide you with the necessary foundation of knowledge and skills 

required to succeed in the preparation of your final presentation. 

  

Context of COVID-19 pandemic: 

 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the GEG4920 Field Camp on Urban Geography will be offered 

online this year.  

 

The course has been successfully conducted online last fall. Below are the three students’ 

testimonies in the newsletters of NavigatioN.  

 

1. The Immigrant Experience and Cultural Identity in Ottawa: A Study of 

Intergenerational Immigrant Families from Africa & the Middle-East, By Jeffery Wong 

https://mailchi.mp/b4b9caa93132/s8xg82fydn-3904048?e=[UNIQID] 

 

2. Social Barriers the Filipino Community Faces in Côte-des-Neiges, Montreal by Jade 

Sullivan https://mailchi.mp/3f7b30e0b98a/s8xg82fydn-3900308?e=[UNIQID] 

 

3. Understanding Social Integration of Indian Immigrants in Oakville by Brooke Thompson 

https://mailchi.mp/bccde4b9c997/s8xg82fydn-3899060?e=[UNIQID] 

 

 

Here are the guidelines/notes for your reference.  

 

The Camp will be held from August 25 to Sept 5 for 10 days (except Aug 28 and 29). 

 

mailto:caohuhua@uottawa.ca
https://mailchi.mp/b4b9caa93132/s8xg82fydn-3904048?e=%5bUNIQID
https://mailchi.mp/3f7b30e0b98a/s8xg82fydn-3900308?e=%5bUNIQID
https://mailchi.mp/bccde4b9c997/s8xg82fydn-3899060?e=%5bUNIQID
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Students will be asked to select their own community for study, which means that we will not go 

to Montreal together as it would be customary for this course. You will choose a community in 

the city where you live in consultation with the professor. The community selected should have a 

significant number of immigrants (ideally visible international immigrants). You will be able to 

find the number of immigrants in any community from Censes of Statistic Canada 

(https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/index-eng.cfm) 

 

FOUR MAIN PARTS OF GEG-4920:  

 

In the afternoon of the first day of the Camp, we will have an introduction session through Zoom. 

 

a. Days 2-3: Literature review (10%), submission on Day 4.  

 

Each student will be requested to read at least two papers on the topic related to this field camp: 

Social integration in multiethnic neighborhoods, and write 1 or 2 pages of summary using point 

format for each paper. Please note that you will choose one paper in the list below to read. The 

second (and additional) source, you will need to find it online by yourself (either academic papers 

or reports). 

 

• Landry, K., Ayotte, F., Gross, M. (2014). La domiciliation précaire dans le quartier 

Côte-des-Neiges. Les Cahiers du CRISES. 

• Rose, D. & Twigge-Molecey, A. (2013). A city-region growing apart? Taking stock 

of income disparity in greater Montreal, 1970-2005. Cities Centre University of 

Toronto. 

• Twigge-Molecey, A. (2013). The spatial patterning of wealth and poverty in the 

Montreal region, 1971-2006: A literature review. Cities Centre University of Toronto. 

 

We will have a two hours session in the afternoon of day 2 and in the morning of day 3 to discuss 

your summary through Zoom.  

 

b. Day 3-5: Building a questionnaire for a survey (15%), submission on Day 5. 

 

By utilizing SurveyMonkey, students will need to develop a survey questionnaire related to the 

following theme: What is the reality, and what are the issues and challenges related to social 

integration in multiethnic neighborhoods? 

 

Each student/Group will complete 15-20 surveys/ interviews with the help of the questionnaire. 

 

We will have a three hours session in the afternoon of day 3 to introduce SurveyMonkey through 

Zoom.  

 

https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/index-eng.cfm


 

Syllabus-GEG-4920        3 

To build a questionnaire, you will need to find a precise topic related to our main theme of the 

Camp: Social integration in multiethnic neighborhoods. The literature review will help you to 

find a precise topic that you would like to develop. In consulting with the professor, you will 

decide the topic and then develop a questionnaire on this topic. 

 

You will brainstorm aspects of social integration in multiethnic neighbourhoods and divide these 

ideas into themes to help guide survey development. In general, a questionnaire will consist of 15 

to 25 questions and have three sections: 1) Socioeconomic profile of interviewer, 2) questions 

specifically on the topic, 3) more open questions on the topic (the examples will be provided). 

Although the majority of questions should be closed-ended, with a list of answers to choose from, 

you may also wish to suggest 1-2 open-ended questions to investigate concepts that cannot 

equally be addressed in another way.  

 

At the afternoon of day 4 (Aug 30) of the Camp, you will have a session via Zoom to discuss 

your draft questionnaire with the professor individually.  

 

At the afternoon of day 5 of the Camp, we will have one session to exchange all your 

questionnaires together through Zoom. Each student will be required to present your 

questionnaire to the other students to see if there is anything you can improve. Then you will 

decide what to include in the final version of the survey. 

 

You will be requested to hand in your final version of the questionnaire by the afternoon of day 5 

of the Camp. 

 

c. Days 6-10: Complete your survey and observe the environment of the community  

 

In the morning of day 6, we will have a session via Zoom together to plan how you will carry out 

your survey and observation. 

 

During these 5 days (Sept 1-5), you will be requested to:  

 

1) Complete 15-20 surveys  

 

We encourage the students to conduct the surveys through Internet or video. You can also do 

your survey by meeting people. In this case, you are advised to respect the 2m social distance 

regulation and wear a mask.  

 

If you decide to execute your survey by meeting people, please approach individuals in public 

spaces and/or knock-on offices/residential doors to ask people if they are willing to participate in 

a 15-minute survey. Explain who you are and why you are approaching them, and present them 

with the Information Letter (the example will be provide) or your student ID Card. Ask if they 
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are willing to participate. If they are not, thank them for their time and move on. Remember that 

participation is completely voluntary. Be sure to act with respect at all times.  

 

2) Carry out systematic observations (25%) 

 

You will need to take notes on characteristics of the human/physical environment in the 

community of your selected. Please follow the guidelines provided of the observation (see the list 

of themes and indicators in appendix). 

 

Field notes must be organized and clear. Be descriptive, include more information than you think 

is necessary – this will help you when writing your report. Also, feel free to draw pictures or 

maps that you find relevant to your observations but ensure that you are descriptive in your 

comments.   

 

An example of a well-organized field book is as follows: 

 

Date: August 1st, 2016, Time: 1-5pm 

Group members: ____, ______, ______ 

Neighbourhood: Côte des Neiges 

 

Theme 1: General Upkeep 

Observations: 

- 

- 

Theme 2: Atmosphere 

Observations: 

- 

- 

Theme 3: People/population 

Observations: 

- 

- 

 

 

You will have an individual chat with the Professor every day after your surveys during these 5 

days. In addition, by the end of day 7 and 9 of the Camp, we will have a session together via 

Zoom to exchange our experience on the field. At the afternoon of day 10 of the Camp, students 

will be asked to present the preliminary results.  

 

d. Day to be decided: Oral presentation (40%) We will decide the date in September or 

October that works for all students during the information session on Day 1)(Please see 

last fall workshop at 

https://secureservercdn.net/45.40.148.147/b0p.c6b.myftpupload.com/wp-

content/uploads/2020/10/webinarOCT10.pdf) 

 

Each student will be requested to prepare a PPT (about 20-25 slides) to present your results of the 

field research (The examples will be provided). No final report is requested. 

 

 We will organize a mini-workshop to present the field Camp results in September or October 

(date TBD) following the General Criteria of Evaluation for Oral Presentation below.  

https://secureservercdn.net/45.40.148.147/b0p.c6b.myftpupload.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/webinarOCT10.pdf
https://secureservercdn.net/45.40.148.147/b0p.c6b.myftpupload.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/webinarOCT10.pdf
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Seven general criteria will be used to assess the oral presentation:  

 

1) Presentation of the context and review of the literature regarding the research question 

2) Quality of spatial /statistics data analysis 

3) Quality of survey data analysis 

4) Pertinence of conclusion and recommendations 

5) Quality of visual materials 

6) Quality of answers to questions 

7) Quality of oral expression and communication 

 

Title page: 

 

1) Please indicate the date of your presentation as well as your affiliation 

 

Literature review: (Why do you like to carry out this research?) 

 

2) Present the challenges of your research objectives or questions in the literature in general; 

3) You should also present the socioeconomic (even politic) context of your city/ 

neighbourhood to show how your project and research questions are well marched with the 

context your descripted (here you can present a short video); 

4) You can present data/statistics with a couple of censuses to show the evolution of 

socioeconomic context and the group of immigrants that you study (You can also present this 

point in the methodology). This point will also answer why you choose this group of 

immigrants in particularly. 

 

Methodology: (How you can realize your research) 

 

5) You need to well descript your neighbourhood in its location, socioeconomic situation, etc. 

 (this is important if someone doesn’t know anything about your neighbourhood).  

6) How do you build your questionnaire? How you carry out your survey in the context of 

COIED-19? 

7) How is abut your sample? You need to descript socioeconomic and demographic 

characteristics of your sample with tables, graphics, etc. 

 

Analysis part: (What are main results/statistics from your surveys) 

 

8) You need to analyse your questionnaire results with the graphics, tables even maps. Ex. 

What is % of your sample to answer one question in one option?  

 

Discussion part: (What are main findings from your survey) 
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9) Try to summarize 2-3 main points for your findings 

 

Conclusion: (What we can learn from your study and how we can improve for the future) 

 

10) You need to discuss your results of discussion and analysis parts and tell us what we can 

learn from your study (you need to refer back to your research questions)? 

11) You may propose some recommendations for the future improvement. 

12) You may discuss the limitations of your study. 

 

Reference page: Reference list. 

 

EVALUATION (100%) 

 

a)  2 Summaries: 2x5=10% 

b)  Questionnaire: 15% 

c)  Observation notes: 25% 

d)  PPT and presentation: 40% 

e)  Presence on the sessions via Zoom: 10%  

 

If restriction lifts, the Professor and the TA will meet with students in person in Toronto, 

Montreal, Ottawa, etc.  

 

Plagiarism: 

For all question of Plagiarism, please visit the website on Academic Integrity at 

http://www.uottawa.ca/vice-president-academic/academic-integrity. 

 

A note from the University on Respect and Equality: 

The University of Ottawa does not tolerate any form of sexual violence. Sexual violence refers to 

any act of a sexual nature committed without consent, such as rape, sexual harassment or online 

harassment. The University, as well as student and employee associations, offers a full range of 

resources and services allowing members of our community to receive information and 

confidential assistance and providing for a procedure to report an incident or make a complaint. 

For more information, visit www.uOttawa.ca/sexual-violence-support-and-prevention.  

 

Reference’s list: 

 

Amin, S.R. & Tamima, U. (2015). Spatial pattern of sustainable urban development indicator for 

the Montreal urban community. Journal of Architecture and Urbanism, 39:4, 220, 231. 

Aubé, J. & Marqui, M. (2015). Habits, Motivations, and Barriers by Users and Non-Users of 

Quebec Public Markets. Journal of Food Products Marketing, 21:1, 12-26. 

Bencherki, N. (2012). The hybrid performance of a district: A study of the work of a tenants’ 

association. Language, Space and Power: Urban Entanglements, 13, 28-44. 

http://www.uottawa.ca/vice-president-academic/academic-integrity
http://www.uottawa.ca/sexual-violence-support-and-prevention
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Boberg, C. (2014). Ethnic divergence in Montreal English. Canadian Journal of 

Linguistics/Revue canadienne de linguistique, 59, pp 55-82 

Cao, H. & Dehoorne, O. (2011). Chapter 16: Changing Territorial Strategies: Chinese 

Immigrants in Canada, in Cao Huhua and Vivienne Poy (eds), The China Challenge: Sino-

Canadian Relations in the 21st Century, Ottawa: University of Ottawa Press, pp. 216-234. 

Germain, A., Leloup, X., Radice, M. (2014). La cohabitation interethnique dans quatre quartiers 

de classes moyennes à Montréal. Diversité Urbaine, 14:1, 5-24. 

Greenaway, C., Boivin, J.F., Cnossen, S., Rossi, C., Tapiero, B., Schwartzman, Olson, S., Miller, 

M. (2013). Risk factors for susceptibility to varicella in newly arrived adult migrants in 

Canada. Epidemiology and Infection, 1695-1707. 

Landry, K., Ayotte, F., Gross, M. (2014). La domiciliation précaire dans le quartier Côte-des-

Neiges. Les Cahiers du CRISES. 

Meloche, J-P. &Vaillancourt, F. (2014). Designing proper fiscal arrangements for sub-local 

decentralization in Montreal. Journal of Urban Affairs, 37:5, 530-547. 

Rose, D. & Twigge-Molecey, A. (2013). A city-region growing apart? Taking stock of income 

disparity in greater Montreal, 1970-2005. Cities Centre University of Toronto. 

Twigge-Molecey, A. (2013). The spatial patterning of wealth and poverty in the Montreal region, 

1971-2006: A literature review. Cities Centre University of Toronto. 
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APPENDIX:  

 

List of themes and indicators for Characterize the human/physical environment: 

 

• Residential lots:  

o features 

o architecture 

o upkeep 

o equipment/vehicles 

o vegetation 

o cultural indicators 

• Available services:  

o food 

o goods 

o recreation 

o transportation 

o health 

o public space 

o evidence of public events 

o community information 

• Land use and density:  

o diversity 

o cover (natural/tended vegetation, paving, dirt, etc.), empty lots 

o influence of physical features (e.g., topography) on the built environment 

o clustering and location of commercial and residential, and industrial areas vis-à-

vis each other and local landscape features  

• General upkeep:  

o roads 

o cleanliness 

o maintenance 

o age of buildings 

• People/population – who uses the space?:  

o age  

o health  

o clothing  

o sense of community (e.g., posted information about local events, local groups, 

volunteerism, etc.) 

o character of social groupings (e.g., individuals, families, tourist groups, etc.) 

• Atmosphere:  

o what is the character of the community? 

o how does it feel to be there? 
 


